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of the collectors, receivers, and treasurers, and to 
make a full, accurate, and faithful return to the 
Treasury Department of their condition. 

Sec. 7. And be it Surther enacted, That the Se- 
cetary of the Treasury shall, with as much expe- 
dition as the convenience of the public business 
and the safety of the public funds will permit, 
withdraw the balances remaining with the late and 
resent depositories of the public moneys, and con- 
fne the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
those moneys, to the depositories established by this 


Woe 8. And be it further enacted, That, for the 

yment of the expenses authorized by this act, a 
suficient sam be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Trea- 
sary not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all officers 
charged by this act with the safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public money, are hereby 
required to keep an accurate entry of each sum re- 
ceived, and of the kind of money in which it is 
received, and of each payment or transfer, and of 
the kind of currency in which they are made; and 
that if any one of the said officers shalt convert to 
his own use, in any way whatsoever, or shall use 
by way of investment in any kind of property or 
merchandise, or shall loan with or without interest, 
any portion of the public moneys intrusted to him 
for safe-keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of the 
said moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, in- 
vested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared 
to be a high misdemeanor ; and any officer or per- 
son convicted thereof before any court of the Unit- 
ed States of competent jurisdiction; shall be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than 
two, nor more than five, years, and to a fine equal 
to the amount of the money embezzled. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-eight, the resolution of eighteen 
hundred and sixteen, authorizing te receiving of 
notes of specie paying banks in dues t» the Govern- 
ment, shall be so repealed that only three-fourths of 
the amount due to the Government, for duties, 
taxes, sales of public lands, or othes debts, may be 
received in the notes of specie paying banks; and 
that, from and after the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, one-half may 
be so received ; and, from and after the thirty-first 
day of December, eighteen hundred and forty, one- 
fourth: Provided, That the notes of no bank shall 
be received which shall refuse to receive in pay- 
ment and deposite, at par with gold and silver, 
such Treasury notes or bills as Congress shall au- 
thorize to be received, by law, in the public dues : 
Provided further, That no bank note of a less de- 
nomination than ten dollars, or which note shall 
not be payabie when issued, shall be receivable into 
the Treasury of the United States ; and, from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, eighteen 
handred and forty-one, all sums due for duties, 
sales of public lands, or other debts to the Govern- 
ment, and all payments to the General Post Office, 
shall be paid in gold and silver coin only, or in 
such notes, bills, or paper, issued under the author- 
ity of the United States, as may be directed to be re- 
ceived by law ; and, from and after the said thirty- 
irst day cf December, in the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, every officer or agent engaged in 
making disbursements cn account of the United 
States, or of the Gencral Pest Office, shall make all 
payments in gold and silver coin only, or in such 

hotes, bills, or paper, issued as aforesaid, when au- 
thorized by law; and any receiving or disbursing 
otitcer or agent, who shall neglect, evade, or violate 
the provisions of this section, shall be dismissed the 
Service, and shall forfeit all compensation which 
may then be due him. 

Src. 1]. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to pre- 
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scribe regulations to enforce the speedy presentation 
of all Government drafis for payment, at the places 
where payable, and to prescribe the times, accord- 
ing to the different distances of the depositories, 
Within which they shal! be presented for payment; 
and in default of such presentation, to prescribe 
any other mode and place of payment which he 
may deem proper. 

The CHAIR presented a report from the War 
Department from the president of the board of offi- 
cers appointed to examine certain new inventions 
in fire arms: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

; Tvespay, October 3, 837. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, 

Mr. EVANS of Maine oblained leave of absence 
from and after Monday next. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 

Mr. MARTIN of Alabama. 

Messrs. NAYLOR and DARLINGTON, of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MAXWELL of New Jersey. 

Mr. FILMORE of New York. 

(Mr. FLetcner presented— 

A memorial of the inhabitants of the tewn of 
Concord, county of Essex, State of Vermont, 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union. 

A memorial of S. A. Chandler and thirty-three 
others, of Peacham, county of Caledonia, Vermont, 
against the annexation of Texas. 

A remonstrance of one hundred and forty-one 
women, of Berlin, county of Washington, State of 
Vermont, against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. 

A remonstrance of Joseph Flagg and thirty-three 
others, inhabitants of Wheelock, Vermont, against 
the admission of Texas. 

A remonstrance of ninety-two women, of War- 
ren, Washington county, State of Vermont, against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union. 

A remonstrance of L. P. Parks, of Barnet, Ver- 
mont, and fifteen others, against the admission of 
Texas to the Union. 

A petition of S. A. Chandler and thirty-three 
others, of Peacham, county of Caledonia, Ver- 
mont, for the abolition of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

A petition of ninety-two women, of Warren, 
Washington county, Vermont, for the abolition of 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

A petition of the inhabitants of Concord, county 
Essex, Vermont, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

A petition of one hundred and forty-one women, 
of Berlin, Washington county, Vermont, for the 
immediate abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia. 

A petition of one hundred and fifty-six women, 
of Waitsfield, Washington county, Vermont, for 
the immediate abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. ] 

Messrs. ADAMS and PARMENTER, of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

{[Mr. Parmenter presenied the petition of Geo. 
W. Story and 78 others, of Carlisle, and Ezra 
Ripley and 127 othcis, of Concord, beth of the 
county of Middlesex, Massachusetts, against the 
annexation of Texas to the American Union.] 

Mr. DAVEE of Maine. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the business of the morning hour, being the re- 
port of the Committee of Elections, which was ac- 
companied by the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Samuci J. Gohlson and John F. 
H. Claiborne are duly elected members of the 
twenty-fifth Congress, and as such are entitled to 
take their seats. o 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Mavry to strike out all after the word “ resolved,” 
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and insert, “ that Samuel J. Gholson and John F. 
H. Claiborne, not being duly elected members of 
the House of Representatives of the twenty-fifth 
Congress of the United States, are not entitled to 
seats on this floor as such.” 

Mr. HAYNES said that, until particular cireum- 
stances had called his atiention to the subject of 
discussion yesterday, he had not intended to par'i- 
Gipate init. But, as his own views had not been 
presented by any one, he would offer them very 
briefly to the House. 


In the various definitions which had been given 
of the term vacancy, and the circumstances which 
could produce it, he thought gentlemen had con- 
fined themselves to a too nice and rigid techni- 
cality. To enable usto arrive at a just conclusion, 
it is necessary to consider the purpose of the Fe- 
deral Convention in organizing the Congress of the 
United States. What, then, was that purpose? It was 
to create a perpetuity in the office of each. Tle 
then placed himself on the ground, and announced 
the proposition, which he was sure no one could 
controvert, that the representative office is a per- 
petual office in the plain contemplation and mean- 
ing of the Constitution. If he was correct in his 
position—and he believed it to-be impregnable—it 
follows, as a necessary consequence, that there 
should be pefpetual succession in that office. 
Gentlemen had discussed the meaning of the 
term casualty, in reference to a vacancy, with, 
as he believed, the same confined and erroneou 
notion of it which they had applied to the term va- 
cancy. They seemed to consider it as only app! 
cable to the act of the incumbent of an ollice, or 
the yrovidence of God in removing him from it, 
when its fair and legitimate import made it equally 
applicable to the party possessing the power and 
the right to fill such office. If the representative 
office is perpetual, and if it implies perpetual svic- 
cession, there is no further difficulty in the 
present case. The inevitable consequence must 
that, be whenever the rppeetuity of succession is 
broken, no matter whether it be occasioned by the 
individual who previously filled the office, or by the 
negligence or otherwise of the constituent holding 
the power of appointment in his hands, there result 
avacancy. And ia carrying out our inquiry, it 
proper to look back to the period when the 
tution went into operation. The representative 
office is for the term of two years; and in setting the 
new system in motion, its operation commenced on 
the fourth of March, 1789; thus fixing the tir 
from which the constitutional period is to be estima- 
ted. All the elections to Congress were compmte:! 
in anticipation of it; and on that day, or near to it, 
was the first session of Congress under our present 
organization commenced. 

He said the views he had presented received 
confirmation from the fact, that at the presenttime 
a majority of the States which formed the Consti- 
tution, consisting of Massachusetts, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, South Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, and the -States of Maine and 
Vermont, since formed of a portion of them, and 
sending here a large majority of representatiy 
from the original thirteen States—a majority of 
hundred and eighteen to fifty-five—keep up a por- 
petual succession in this Hoase. 

But to shew the mischievous operation of a dif- 
ferent doctrine, it would be sufficient to state, that 
there was an actual House of Representatives ex- 
isting on the 4th of March last, by the previors 
election of at least one hundred. and forty 
members, constituting a constitutional quorum 
for the transaction of business. Suppose some 
great national coutingency had then made it 
the duty of the President to convene Congress at 
the earliest practicable period? There was a 
constitutional quorum for business m= €X)5- 
tence, and ne one can deny the constitutional 
power of the Executive, under the emergency sup- 
posed, tocall them together. But although a quo- 
rum might have been so conyened, a majority of 
the States would have been unrepresented fo 
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months, according to the doctrine contended for, 
that no such vacancy existed as authorized the ex- 
ercise of Executive authority to fill it according to 
the provisions of the Constitution. And here gen- 
tlemen had mistaken the true point, by presuming 
that all which ought to have been done, either by 
the Legislatures of the respective States or the 
Congress, had been done in this matter. But how 
siands the case? If the representative office is per- 
petual, and if that perpetuity implies, as it most 
unquestionably does imply, perpetual succession, it 
follows, as a consequence, that neither the one nor 
the other has come up to the intention of the Con- 
stitution, so far as the States which have post- 
poned their Congressional election beyond the com- 
mencement of the term are concerned. If, 
then, by the negligence of those States, and 
of Congress, the perpetuity of succession has been 
broken, hew can that deprive the Governor of his 
constitutional right, or excuse him frem his high 
eonstitutional obligation, to see that the vacancy 
shall be filled?) There is certainly no conflict be- 
tween the rights of the States or of Congress on 
the one hand, and the Governor on the cther. 
under this view of the subject. It was made the 
@uty of the States, and in default of it, of Con- 
gress, to keep up a constant succession in the repre- 
sentative body. And in the failure of either to do 
so, the right and the duty of the Governor of a 
State requires of him to supply the omission. 

Nor is this view derogatory to the rights of the 
people, but mm support and affirmance of them. In 
the ease already supposed, of a convention of Con- 
gress at the commencement of the constitutional 
term, according to the doctrine advanced by those 
who oppose the regularity of the Mississippi elec- 
tion, nearly two-thirds of the States would have 
hgen unrepresented for months, and their consti- 
tuents unheard in this body. But, upon the doc- 
trine advanced by him, Mr. H. said the omission 
of the State legislatures and of Congress would be 
supplied, and every State represented in this House 
as it should be, without the least possible delay. 
Dut he would go one step farther with his argu- 
ment, and say, that as the representative office is 
perpetual, and as thatimplies perpetual succession, 
if the State legislature and Congress shall so leave 
it, that on the 4th of March, corresponding with 
the biennial eommencement of the representative 
term in this House, any State shall be unrepre- 
sented, a vacaney has happened on which arises 
the power and the obligation of the Governor to 
ganse it to be tilled. 

He said he was aware that this might be consi- 
dered a novel doctrine, but it was the legitimate 
consequence ef his original proposition: the perpe- 
tuily of the representative office; and he had already 
shown that the people were deeply interested in the 
establishment of the doctrine. If his premises and 
covclusion were legitimate, the honorable gentle- 
men claiming a right to seats in this House as 
representatives from the State of Mississippi, are as 
much entitled to them as any members belonging 
to at. 

Mr. SLADE centended neither the resolution 
nor the amendment took the true ground. He did 
not believe that the members elected were entitled 
io hold their seats during the entire continuance of 
the 25th Congress, and he did believe they were 
entitled to seats at the extra session; and if any gen- 
tleman weuld bring forward a proposition to this 
effect, he would vote for it. He was not in favor 
of the amendmeat, but if he was compelled to de- 
cide between it and the original resolution, he 
weuld be compelled to vote for it. From the most 
careful examination which he could give the sub- 
ject, he had come to the conclusion that such a 
vacancy had happened as was contemplated by the 
Constitution. He contended that the Governor had 
the power te ill up this vacancy, by issuing his writ 
of election to fill the vacancy until the time of the 
reguiar eleetion under the Constitution of the 
Siate, and went into a lengthy argument in support 
of this view of the case. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought it perfectly mani- 
fest that the people of Mississippi intended to have 
representatives in @ongress at the present extra 
session, and he was glad that by the rules of the 
House the gentlemen were permitted to take seats 
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at the present session of Congress, because he was 
always willing to take into account the will of 
the constitnency. It was assumed, however, that 
the people believed at the time of the election, that 
they were electing representatives for the twenty- 
fifth Congress; but this he took to be an improper 
assumption; because the people were only autho- 
rized by the Governor to vote for members to the 
extrasession of Congress,and therefore it was but fair 
to presume’ that the people were not generally of opi- 
nion that they were electing members for the whole of 
the Twenty-fifth Congress. They were led to believe 
by the proclamation of the Governor, that the term 
of those they were voting for would expire at the 
time when the existing law of the State provided 
that the election for members of Congress should take 
place. He contended that it was not in the power of 
the Governor to authorize an election for the whole 
of the 25th Congress; because, if the Governor was 
clothed with this power, he could set aside the 
laws of the State entirely. He contended that the 
real difficulty in relation to the Mississippi election 
was defective legislation; because the Legislature 
had not provided for the exigency which might 
arise in case of a call of an extra session of Con- 
gress immediately after the fourth of March. It 
appeared to him that the proper course would 
have been for the Governor to call the Legislature 
to provide the means of filling up the vacancy 
which had occurred, and cited the late election in 
Rhode Island as an illustration of his idea. There 
the Legislature provided for the case of an earlier 
election of Representatives to Congress, and no one 
dreamed that this difficulty would be remedied by 
the Governor issuing his writ of election to supply 
the vacancy. 

Mr. HOWARD had supposed it was conceded 
on all hands that we must come to one’ or two de- 
cisions on this question, and that there was no such 
middle ground as that assumed by the gentleman 
from Vermont, (Mr. Slade,) and that was, that we 
must either adopt the report of the cow mittee, or 
the amendment submitted by a member of the mi- 
nority. He had thought that gentlemen on all 
hands had conceded that these two gentlemen were 
either members of the Twenty-fifth Congress, or 
that they were not members at all. But the gen- 
tleman from Vermont had taken a middle ground, 
and says he believes these two gentlemen elected 
to fill the vacancy during the extra session of Con- 
gress; yet he brings forward no proposition, and 
declares, notwithstanding, that he believed these 
eentlemen members of the extra Session, that he 
will vote for the amendment pending, thereby ex- 
pelling those gentlemen from the House during the 
present session ; because, if the vote was taken 
to-day, and the amendment carried, they would not 
be entitled to seats to-morrow. 

Although the gentleman admitted that the people 
of Mississippi were entitled to have representatives 
at the present extra session, yet he is prepared to 
deprive them of their representatives to-morrow. 
They had been told by the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi on yesterday, that the people of that State 
elected them under the impression that they were 
electing members for the whole of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress, and that scarcely a man in Mississippi 
thought that the election was merely for the extra 
session; and he took it that there was the strongest 
evidence of this being the case, exhibited by the 
fact that there was now but one person in Missis- 
sippi who had brought himself to the notice of the 
people of Mississippi for election in November. If 
the people of the State believed that these gentle- 
men were not elected for the whole of the Twenty- 
fifth Congress, he imagined they would be making 
every preparation for the election in November 
next. Congress, he contended, was an entire body, 
and could not be made up of one set of men for 
two months, and another set of men for the re- 
mainder of the term. The members all came in at 
one time, and all wert out at one time. They 
might be compared to the changes of a stage coach, 
whioh, having run its stage, had an entire change 
of horses; but according to the construction of the 
gentleman from Vermont, he would be stopping at 
every mile to introduce a new horse. He contended 
that the people were entitled to the benefit of the 
whole of the time of a representative, or of a set of 
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representatives, and that it would be ent 
proper to have one set of men at the co 
ment of a Congress, when the President Presente 

. d 
the state of the country to the view of the Hou 
and another set two months afterwards, who kn = 
nothing of these subjects. Gentlemen had re 
tended that nu vacancy had occurred in the re = 
sentation from the State of Mississippi, and a 
the two representatives were removed to-mortos 
by a vote of the House, there would be no vacancy” 
If the representatives from that State were remover 
from the House by a vote of the House lo-day, h 
wonld ask any gentleman whether there would not 
be a vacancy in their seats? He would point to those 
vacant seats, and ask gentlemen if no vacancy had 
occurred in the representation from the State of 
Mississippi. Oh! but say gentlemen, this is pot 
such a vacancy as is contemplated by the Consij. 
tution. This he took to be a very forced constryc. 
tion of the word vacancy. Mr. M. then referred 
to Elliot’s debates on the adoption of the Constity. 
tion, to show that it was the intention of the fra. 
mers of the Constitution to make the clause in ye. 
lation to the vacancy apply to al. cases of vacan. 
cy, no matter in what manner it might occur; and 
he also referred to the opinion of Judge Story ona 
case of vacancy in the office of a foreign minister 
in which there had been a difference of opinion be- 
tween the Senate, or a portion of the Senate, and 
President Madison; and it was stated in the work 
of Judge Story that the Senate had entered a pro. 
test against a certain appointment made by Pyesi- 
dent Madison. 

Mr. ADAMS rose, and stated that it was a mis. 
take in Judge Story, in saying that a protest had 
been entered by the Senate, in relation to the ap- 
pointment alluded to. A Senator from Massachu- 
setts had brought forward a proposition, declaring 
the appointment alluded to illegal and unconstitu- 
tional, and the subject was debated to the close of 
that session, withoutcoming to any conclusion, and 
was again resumed at the commencement of the 
next session; and after as patient deliberation as 
the Senate ever gave to any subject, it was indefi- 
nitely postponed by a vote of the majority of the 
Senate; so that there never was any protest by 
the Senate against the appointment. And now, if 
he might be permitted to say one word, he would 
give his understanding of this word “happen” in cases 
of vacancies. He believed, in relation to offices, 
that every one happens to be vacant which is not 
full, and that he believed was the sense and meaning 
of the Constitution, whether the vaeancy occurred 
from casualty, the regular course of events, expi- 
ration of term, or other cause. In relation to the 
offices of public ministers, they were not offices 
created by the laws or the Constitution, but were 
offices known to the laws of nations, and created 
by the laws of nations. Ministers were sent to 
every part of the world by the President, and 
whenever there is a necessity for the appointment 
of such minister, that office is vacant. This was 
what he understood by the term vacant, and he 
believed this was the understanding of every Pres 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. HOWARD was glad the gentleman from 


mmence. 


’ Massachusetts had had an opportunity of explain- 


ing, as he considered his opinion as having very 
great weight in this matter. It had demolished the 
structure raised by the gentleman from @hio [Mr. 
Mason] entirely. 

Mr. MASON explained, and contended that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
not effected the argument he had used, or the 
authority he had referred to. 

Mr. HOWARD resumed, and contended that 
was not in the power of the Legislature of a State 
to prevent the people from having a representatich 
in Congress. If the Legislature neglected to pt 
vide for having the people represented on all occa 
sions in the House of Representatives, then it was 
the duty of the Governor of a State to provide 
that ‘the vacancy should be filled, as it was the 
right of the people always to be represented. 
According to his understanding of what the intel 
tion of the framers of the Constitution was in rele 
tion to this matter, he believed it was intended that, 
if the Legislature failed to make provision for fill 
ing all vacancies which might exist, then it was the 
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duty of the Governors of the States to provide for 
the case ; and that the power of regulating this 
matter was only intended to rest with Congress in 
cases of great emergency. This was what he un- 
jerstood to be the spirit and meaning of the Con- 
gitation of the United States. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
LINCOLN and HASTINGS, in opposition to the 
report of the committee, and by Mr. LOOMIS of 
New York in its support, till half-past two o’clock, 
when the House took its usual recess till 4 o’clock. 


[Eventne Session. ] 

Tie SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House, calling upon 
him to communicate to the House all: the corre- 
spondence between that Department and any indi- 
yiduals or banks, relative to a bill now before Con- 
oress, 10 authorize the President to direct the issue 
of Treasury notes; which, on motion of Mr. 
GRENNELL, was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
cemmunication from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in answer to a resolution calling upon him to 
communicate to this House the returns-of receivers 
of public moneys, in pursuance of the order of the 
llth July, 1836, the amount of gold, silver, and 
pills received by them, &c.; which, on motion of 
Mr.GRENNELL, was laid on the table. and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a Re- 
port of the Secretary of State, containing the infor- 
mation requested by their resolution of the 19th inst. 
(in relation to the tobacco trade] together with the 
documents by which the report was accompanied. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuincton, Sept. 30,. 1837. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

The message was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President: 

To the House of Representatives of tl:e United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 13th inst. respecting an 
annexation of Texas to the United States, I trans- 
mit a Report from the Secretary of S'ate, and the 
documents by which it was accompanied. 

M. VAN BUREN.. 

Wasnincton, Sept. 30, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

The message and documents were laid on the 
- and 10,000 extra copies ordered to be print- 
ed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following message from the President: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 13th ultimo, concerning 
the bonndary between the United States and the Mex- 
ican Republic, and a cession of territory belonging 
to the Mexican Confederation to the United States, 
Itransmit a Report from the Secretary of State, 
and the documents by which it was accompanied. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasnineton, Oct. 2, 1837. 


To the President of the United States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, dated 
the 13th ult. requesting the President to communi- 
ale to that House, so far as may be consistent with 
the public interest, all the correspondence between 
the Government of the United States, and that of 

€xico, concerning the boundary between them; 
and particularly concerning any proposi‘ion for a 
cession of a territory belonging to the Mexican 
Confederation to the United States, and also all cor- 
‘spondence relating thereto between the Depart- 
nent of State and the Diplomatic Representatives 
of the United States in Mexico, and of the said 

partment with those of the Mexican Republic, 
accredited to the Government of the United States, 
has the honor to lay before the President eopies of 
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all the correspondence between the two Govern- 
ments on the subject of the boundary line, not 
heretofore communicated to Congress, and of 
all the instractions to the representatives of 
the United States at Mexico on the subject 
of a cession of territory by the Mexican con- 
federation to the United States. No other cor- 
respondence between the Government of the United 
States and Mexico has taken place on the subject 
of acession of territory, either at Mexico or at 
Washington. In one of his communications to 
this Department, however, Mr. Butler mentions a 
note which he addressed to Mr. Alamon on the 15th 
of July, 1832, giving his reasons for reviewing the 
question of boundary, and explaining the advanta- 
ges which both nations would probably derive by 
changing the line from the Sabine. No copy of 
this note has ever been communicated to this De- 
partment, nor is there any draft on record of it in 
the archives of the legation of the United States at 
Mexico. The communication ef the representa- 
tives of the United States to their own Government 
on that subject, are within the limitation contained 
in the resolution referred to this Department. A! 
which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
DEPARTMENT OF Starz, 
Washington, October 2, 1837. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents were laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

MISSJSSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Elections, which was ac- 
companied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Samuel J. Gholson and John F. 
H. Claiborne are duly elected members of the 
Twenty-fifth Congress, and as such are entitled to 
take their seats. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Maury to strike out all after the word “ resolved,” 
and insert, “ that Samuel J. Gholson and John F. 
H. Claiborne, not being duly elected members of 
the House of Representatives of the twenty-fifth 
Congress of the United States, are not entitled to 
seats on this fluor as such.” 

Mr. LOOMIS resumed and concluded his re- 
marks in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS said the question was not as to 
whether or not the vacancy had been filled, but 
whether it had been filled for the whole term of the 
present Congress. The law of the State of Missis- 
sippi made it clear, that although the Governor had 
a right to issue his writ to fill the vacancy, it was 
only until superseded by the general election in 
November. He had no right to issue his writ for 
an election for the whole term, as was evident from 
the words, “until superseded,” etc. which were 
added to the writ. These words had been inserted 
in conformity with the laws of that State, and had 
they been omitted, the Governor would virtually 
have repealed the State law. But it might be 
taken for granted that a large portion of the people 
at the polls believed they were electing members 


the present members could not retain tueir seats, 
unless re-elected the lst of November, in conformi- 
ty with the law of their State; but as they were here, 
he wished them to remain until the expiration of 
the present session, and then return home, when 
there would be no doubt of their being again cho- 
sen by the people. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked that there might be 
a call of the House. This was agreed to, and the 
roll was called, when 105 members answered ‘to 
their names. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that all further 
proceedings in the call be dispensed with; and with 
a view of affording the absent members time to re- 
sume their seats, asked for the yeas and nays on 
his motion, which being ordered, resulted—yeas 
137, nays 61. So all further proceedings in the 
call were dispensed with. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio said, that as there 
was a doubtas to whether the gentlemen from Missis- 
sippi had been elected for the present session only, 
or the whole Congress, he thought it would be the 
better plan to lay the whole subject on the table, 
and thus afford time for them to returs, and be 


















for the whole term. Mr. A. went on tu show that. 
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re-elected. With that view he moved that the 


report of the Committee of Elections, with the 
amendment thereto, be laid on the table, and on ae 
that question he asked for the yeas and nays. ae 

Mr. WHITTLESEY withdrew his motion at ae 
the request of Mr. FILMORE, who hoped the ¢ 
subject would not be thus disposed of, as it would f 
leave the people of Mississippi in doubt. ee 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then renewed his motion, ce 
and the yeas and nays being ordered, resulted— ee 
yeas 70, nays 145, as follows: ta 

YEAS—Mesars. Adams, Alexander, John W. All a, Aycrige, “43 Ni 
Bell, Bond, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, =a 
Chambers, Cheatham, Ghilds, Corwin, Cranston, Crocketi, Cur- ‘ 
tis, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, E!- 
more, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Goode, Wm. Graham, Graves, y 
Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes <a oe 
Henry, Herod, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lewia, Lyon, Mallof®, 

Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwel\, McKennan, Milligan, Calvary * 
Morris, Ogle, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, es 
Ridgway, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Slade, Southgate, Stan ‘ 
ley, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Elieha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Wise, and Yorke—70. 

NAYS—Messrs. Neman Allen, Andereon, Andrews, Aiher 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, 
Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, William 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Clark Cleveland, Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, 
Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Rice Garland, Glascock, 
James Graham, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Mammoad, Ha 
mer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt. Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B 
Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jeseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lincoln, 
Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, Andrew W. Loong, Marvin, James 
M. Mason, Martin, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, McKim, Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Mont. 
gomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, 
Noyes, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Patton, Paynter, 
Pearce, Peck, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Phillips, 
Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, Shielde, 
Shipler, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Stratton, Ta- 
liaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, 
Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, Albert 8 
White, John White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Wi. 
liams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph Williams, Christopher H 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell—145. ; 

So the motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved the previous ques- 
tion which was seconded—yeas 105, nays 81; and 
the main question was ordered without a division. * 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which was the adoption of the 
resolution reported by the Com nittee of Elections, wy 
that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were entitled i 
to their seats, which were ordered, and were—yeas ae | 
118, nays 101, as follows: ote 

YEAS—Meesrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, * ob 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 

Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng. John Campbell, T. J 

Garier, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Clark, Cleveland, 

Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGratl, Dromgoole, 

Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, 

Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, William Graham, Grant, Gray, ‘ 
Haley, iuaent Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, fey 
Herod, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B 

Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jenes, is 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Legare, Lead- Sr ae 
better, Lewis, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, James M. Mason, Lia 
Martin, May, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McCiure, Po pe 
McKim, Miller, Mentgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 6 ate 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- S 
ter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, 

Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, 

Shipler, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, 

Tiwus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wageuer, Webster, 

Weeks, Albert 8. White, Thonias T. Whittlesey, Jared W. 

Williams, and Worthington—118. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 

Alien, Ayckrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, William B. Car- « 
ter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Curtia, Cushing, Darlingwr, Dawson, Davies, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard 
Fletcher, Filmore, Riee Garland, Goode, Graves, Grenne!l', 
Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, ‘igs B 
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Henry, Robert M. T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lir- 3 
coln, Andrew W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson E 
Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menifee, Mercer, Milli- cH 
an, Calvary Morris, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Patton, Pearce, 
eck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, j i 
Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Pgs. 
Shepperd, Charles Shepard, ‘Shields, romney Slade. #outhgate, . 
Stanley, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompxon, illinghast, Toland, + * 
Towns, Underwood, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Pie 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jeseph Williams, Christopher oA 
H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—101. — - 
So Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne were declared Jy 
to have been duly elected members of the Twenty- fg 
fifth Congress from the State of Mississippi, and, iy 
as such, entitled to their seats on this floor. ae 
Mr. RICE GARLAND laid on the table an ie 
amendment to the bill relative to the state of the 4°28 
deposite banks, which was ordered to be printed ; 
when, on motion of Mr. MORGAN, 
The House > 
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IN SENATE. i 


Weprespay, October 4, 1826. 

Mr: McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Philadelphia city and county, against 
the annexation of Texas; also one from the citizens 
of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, remonstrat- 
ing against the annexation of Texas; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented two petitions from Wm. 


‘4. Brent, of Virginia; the one praying for a certain 


national institution, the other an inquiry into the 
best mode of healing the distresses of the times. 
Both these petitions were ordered to lie cn the ta- 
ble and be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from 
certain citizens of Michigan, praying for the pas- 
sage of a pre-emption law for their relief. 

Also, for the establishment of a port of entry at 
the mouth of the river St. Joseph in that State. 

Also, praying fer an adequate appropriation 
from Congress to finish Grand river road. 

Also, to improve the harbor at the mouth of 
north Black river, on Lake Michigan; all of which 
were ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of Americain Congress assem- 
bled, That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby, directed to cause the postage on all letters 
sent by the Express Mail of the United States, to 
be paid in advance at the time of depositing them 
‘or transportation by said mail. 

This resolution having been read twice, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

The bill regulating the fees of district attorneys 


in the renewal of merchants’ bonds, was called up | 


for consideration. 


Aimendments to this bill were offered by Mr. | 


CLAYTON and Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and 


sume remarks made, which were not distinetly | 


heard. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he would have 
been better satisfied if the Cummittee on the Judi- 


ciary had reported a different bill; for if it passed | 


in its present shape, the attorney’s fees for the city 
of New York would amount to between twenty and 


thirty thousand dollars, so numerous werfe the | 


bonds to be renewed under existing emergencies. 


Why (said Mr. C.) take the business out of the | 


hands of the collector of the customis? ‘Why not 
let him renew the bonds, and give him the same 
fee for the renewal that was charged on the origi- 
nal document? On what pretence are they handed 
ove: to the attorney unless for suit? in which case, 
he was entitled to his fees. 

The tax of five dollars, as contemplated by the 


bill, would fall heavily on the class of small im- | 


porters, many of whose bonds did not exceed fifty 


dollars. Five dollars on that sam—ten per cent. | 
on the whole amount—would be unreasonable; | 
while bonds for a very considerable amount were | 
subjected only tothe like charge. There was no | 
equity, ne propriety in sucha measure. Hewould | 


propose to remodify the bill entirely. 


Mr. GRUNDY said the object of the bill was to | 


secure to the attorney five dollars, and allow no 
further charge. 


in that State, though certainly not in any other, as 
far as his knowledge went, and he presumed it was 
under this law, that the attorney had received the 
fees so much complained of. 

M@. BUCHANAN said the repeated attention 
ot Congress had been called to the subject of fees 
of Government officers; but as yet no adequate re- 
medy had been provided. Fees varied in the dif- 
ferent States as much as two, three, and even four 
hundred per cent. Hi believed they acted under a 
law of Congress of 1799, which left the control to 
the ever varing laws of theStates. He had consult- 
ed the Solicitor of the Treasury on the subject, and 


had been told by that ‘distingnished officer, that in | 
three-fourths of the’Staites no change whatever was | 


inade; while’ ating in the capacity of district attor- 
ney,that officer had never received a farthing for such 


The usage in New York was, | 
when papers were placed in the hands of an attor- | 
ney, to charge certain fees whether the suit was | 
brought or not; it was the custom, he understood, | 
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duty. Mr. B. agreed with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that five dollars, ten per eent. on a bond of 
fifty dollars—as much as was exacted for a large 
one—was unjust. To obviate that difficulty, and 
do justice as far as practicable, he would propose 
to amend the bill, so as to make the [ee five dol- 
lars on all bonds exceeding five hundred dollars, 
and two dollars for all of and under that sum, in- 
stead of five on all classes, as reporfed by the bill. 

Mr. TALLMADGE was of opinion that it 
would be better to postpone the subject, and lay 
the bill on the table until something definite could 
be fixed on. The fees received by the district at- 
torney were in entire accordance with the usage of 
the courts. Mr. T. went into an explanation of 
the manner in which the practice was regulated in 
the State of New York, and the fees law officers 
were entitled to under the present regulations. 
The bill as offered to be amended by the gentle- 
man from Penusylvania, (Mr. Buchanan,) gradu- 
ated the fees for the renewal of bonds of a small 
amount; but he doubted whether more than five dol- 
lars was charged for the mere renewal. Mr. T. said 
he had conversed the other day with a merchant 
from New York, who told him that he had been 
surety on thirty-one bonds; for renewing these the 
district attorney had charged only two dollars on 
each bond, making sixty-two dollars fur the whole, 
which was far less even than preposed by the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WEBSTER said when he introduced his 
resolution he mentioned that, from the enormous 
amount exacted, he presumed there was some mis- 
take, but the facts were for the commiifee to inves- 
tigate. He hard since received a letter on the 
subject, which should go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary for their inspection. The charge made 
by the district attorney was, according to his 
own showing, $6 64; which charge he presumed 
was according to the old English rule of taxing by 
the folio, (so many words;) and if that were the 
fact, the attorney might be entitled to that amount; 
but he thought it high, as blank bonds were now 
printed, and hence the expense materially lessened. 
There were now more than four thousand bonds to 
renew, and he thought twg dollars on each would 
be sufficient. It was the matter of fees, however, 
that was most complained of, whieh the bill 
before them did not touch. Evils or abuses were 
contagious, and he feared unless the bill covered 
the whole ground, we should find the fees in other 
places based on the system at New York. 

Mr. WRIGHT went into some explanation of 
the practice of the State in relation to fees,and said, 
in justice to the district attorney of New York, 
that the fees received by him were legal, and such 
as citizens paid in like cases. The highest charge 
made for a mere renewal in any case, had never 
been more than six dollars and sixty-four cents; 
and in cases where the amount of the bond did 
not exceed two hundred dollars, he had invariably 
remitted one-third even of that charge. Where so 
many bonds were to be renewed, as would be the 
case at present, he thought the fee high; but in 
places where there were only a few bonds, he was 
not prepared to say it was too high. 

The question on Mr. TaLLMapaeEs’s motion to 
lay the bill on the table being taken, it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

The bill imposing additional duties on public of- 
ficers, as depositories in certain cases, having had 
its third reading, the question being on its final pas- 
sage— 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, rose and occupied the 
Senate for the space of near two hours in support 
of the bill. Whatever su~~---* ~ioht have 
presented themselves to his mind in the first instance 
as a measure somewhat harsh towards the banks, 
all objections had been removed by the amendment 
of the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun.) 
Mr. C went into a full detail of the conduct pur- 
sued by the United States Bank ; the attempts of 
that institution to interfere in the politics of the 
country, and the panic it had created on the remo- 
val of the deposiies. 

In the course of his remarks, he alluded to the 
argument of Mr. Cray of Kentucky, that the char- 
ter of a national bank and the permanency of the 
Union were identified; and also remarked on the 





declaration made by the distinguished Senator fr 

Kentucky, (Mr. Ciay) shortly after the removal 
of the deposites, (made in Philadelphia,) that « we 
were in the midst of a revolution.” He also s ke 
of declarations made in the newspapers and else. 
where, that the deposiles must be restored, or a revoly. 
tion was at hand; and that matters went so far, ac. 
cording to the accounts of the newspapers, ‘that 
two members of Congress addressed the mob at 
Baltimore on Sunday; and, as he understood j; 
one of those members had said, by way of apology 
that there were no sabbaths in revolutionary times, - 

[When Mr. Cray of Alabama concluded his 
speech, 

Mr. WEBSTER rose, and thanked him for hay. 
ing alluded to the subject; that he knew sucha 
report had. been in circulation through the newspa. 
papers, as that he, or another gentleman, (Mr. Bip. 
ney,) then a member of the other House, had made 
it; but that it was fa/se and calumnious ; that hy 
heard no such remark made on that occasion. 

Mr. CLAY rejoined, that he believed, whatever 
might be the character of the report, it had ema. 
nated from newspapers, which supported the cor- 
rectness of the gentleman’s position; that he spoke 
from the newspaper account, which he had never 
before heard controverted. 

[Assoon as the Reporter can write out his speech 
from his notes, it will be given in full. 

Mr. SOUTHARD followed Mr. Clay in Opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky asked for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, and they were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 26, nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King ot Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, King of 
Georgia, Knight, McKean, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Webster, and White—20. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama again alluded to the 


“* Sunday affair, and produced the tenth volume, 


part second, of Gales and Seaton’s Register of De- 
bates of 1833--4, and, with the leave of the &- 
nate, read the following report of Mr. Webster's 
own account of the affair alluded to, just afier his 
return from Baltimore, having premised that, trom 
the statement of the Senator from Massachusetis, 
no man world have supposed that any such remark had 
been made on the occasion by any one: 

“Mr. Werster said he was very sorry to be 
compelled to rise again on this subject. Bat cit- 
cumstances had come within his own knowledge 
which he deemed it necessary to mention. When 
he arrived in Philadelphia, on his return to Wash- 
ington, he received information of the very 
extraordinary communication sent by the President 
to the Senate; and certainly all that he conversed 
with, viewed it with the utmost alarm and disappr 
bation. When he arrived at Baltimore, he found 
multitudes of people in the streets, certainly nol 
assembled in a riotous manner, but evincing a deep 
state of feeling from some great cause. When the 
boat arrived at the wharf, a gentleman came for 
ward, and introduced one venerable man, Wh 
addressed him by saying, “ I am a member ol the 
Presbyterian church; and you may be surprised ‘0 
see me in the crowd on such a day; but I rememte! 
that we had no Sabbaths jn revolutionary times” 
interfere with our duty to our country. We kno¥ 
that our liberties are in danger; and we come dows 
to you for the purpose of making you acquainie 
with our true situation, and to ask what we are " 
depend on.” 

Having read this extract from Mr. Wessters 
account in the Senate, just after his return {rs 
Baltimore— J 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was will 
to submit it to the Senate how far the decla' 
tian of the Senator from Massachusetts—that 
had heard no such remark as the one mentio 
the Baltimore Sabbath meeting—was correct. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied that he certainly 
not make any personal imputatitn against ° 
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senator from Alabama, in what he had before 
gated, but against the newspaper report. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rejoined, that he (Mr. 
¢.) certainly did not understand the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. W.) as so intending, or he 
should have treated him very differently from 
what he did on the occasion. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the Senate went 
into Executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Senate adjourned. 


--— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Wepnespay, October 4, 1837. 
Mr. HOWARD, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considere.t and adopted. 
‘Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, the 
proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, whereof Ma- 
or General Scott was President, and which com- 
ymenced on the 4th of September, 1837, at Knox- 
yille, in Tennessee, purst.ant to General Order No. 
49, to examine into the transactions of Brevet 
Brigadier General Wool, and others under his 
command, in reference to his and their conduct in 
the Cherokee country. 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, the following re- 
solution submitted by him on the 19th September 
was taken up, considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit to this House— 

Ist. A copy of all the documents and corre- 
spondence in his department, relative to the recal 
of Major Gen. Scott from the command against the 
Seminole and Creek Indians. 

ad. A copy of the record of the proceedings of 
the Court of Inquiry convened at Fredericktown, 
inrelation to the operations against the Seminole 
and Creek Indians, together with the decisions 
thereon of the late and present Executive. 

3d. A copy of the orders to Major Gen. Scott, 
relative to the conduct of his command, and the 
terms he might offer to the enemy. 

4th. A copy of the orders of Major Gen. Jesup, 
on assigning to kim the same command; and all 
other orders and correspondence with Gen. Jesup 
subsequent thereto, which he may deem not injuri- 
ous to the public service to communicate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution,which was considered and adopt- 
ed: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to report to this House, with as little delay as 
may be, the balances now on hand, so far as ascer- 
tained, to the credit of the Department; together 
with an estimate of the receipts and disbursements 
dnring the residue the current year; also, the 
aggregate amount received and disbursed by the 
Department since the first day of May last, distin- 
guishing the amount in specie from that in other 
funds. Also, the regulations touching the funds to 
be received and disbursed, if any, other than 
those already communicated; the instances in 
which those regulations have been disobeyed or 
dispensed with ; with separate statements of the 
aggregate amounts left in the hands of colleaing 
officers, paid into the Treasury, and deposited in 
bank, the mint and its branches, or other deposito- 
ries, since the date first mentioned. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the following 
resolution submitted by him on a former day, was 
taken up, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the cause of 
the detention in the sailing of the Exploring squad- 
ron, together with the correspondence between the 
Department and the commander, and other officers 
or persons who are now, or have been at any 
time, attached to that service; and also report what 
amount of the appropriation made by Congress for 
that purpose has been expended, and whether an 
additional sum will not be required within a short 
period to carry on the expedition. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHN- 
SON, it was 
_ Ordered, That the Committee on the Pubtic Build- 
ings inquire into the plan of the Treasury building 
now being erected, to examine the general and de- 
tailed plan of said building, as to locality and con- 
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struction; and whether it would not be changed to 
the advantage of the public convenience and eco- 
nomy; whether flues should not be substitated in- 
stead of fire-places; to examine the various plans 
of improvement, which may be submitted to the 
Committee, and report at a convenient time to Con- 
gress. 
NATIONAL BANK. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the 25th instant, it 
being the business next in order: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to charter a na- 
tional bank. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Wisr to amend the resolution, by adding thereto, 
“atthis time. And beit further resolved, that 
it will be expedient to establish a national bank 
whenever there is a clear manifestation of pubiic 
sentiment in favor of such a measure.” 

Mr. SERGEANT, who was entitled to the floor, 
proceeded with his remarks for a few minutes, 
when he moved to refer the resolution to a Cem- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

.Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was very sorry 
this motion was submitted by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. He must be sensible that if the 
motion he now made prevailed, that it would have 
the effect to make a final disposition of the ques- 
tion now before the House. The Committee of 
Weys and Means felt bound to present this ques- 
tion before the House, in the form they did, in 
consequence of the memorials referred to them by 
the House, praying for the establishment of a na- 
tional bank. In presenting it , however, they did not 
anticipate a lengthy discussion. It was supposed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, that the na- 
tion desired to know what course this House and 
the other branch of Congress intended pursuing on 
this question ; and they had submitted this resolu- 
tion in order that gentlemen might be brought to 
a direct vote, and either adopt or reject the resolu- 
tion. It was introduced because the subject had 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and they considered it proper that the na- 
tion should understand what course they intended 
to pursue on this all important quesiion. He hoped 
that the motion to commit would not prevail, as 
there was not time to discuss it at the presont ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, whether there had 
not been a number of petitions referred to that com- 
mittee, praying for the establishment of a national 
bank. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG answered, that there had 
been, and this resolntion was founded upon those 
petitions. 

Mr. ADAMS. My next inquiry is, whether 
they were read in the committee. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated, that there had been 
but about forty of those petitions printed and laid 
on our tables, and referred to that committee, and 
it would be very extraordinary if they had not been 
read by every member of the House and of the 
committee. 

Mr. ADAMS took this answer to be that they 
were not read. Now, how stands the faci? The 
Committee of Ways and Means have had a num- 
ber of petitions referred to them by the House ; 
they have not read a single one of those petitions, 
and they *>ve reported a resolution that it is inex- 
pedient to establish a national bank. Sir, (said 
Mr. A.) I signalize this as another instance of the 
treatment which the petitions of the people of the 
United States receive from this House. It is now 
submitted to the House to pass this resolution, 
without further inquiry. What reason, what argu- 
ment, what pretence or right, have the Committee 
of Ways and Means to report such a resolution, 
unless it was upon the memorials referred to them? 
And what right have they to tell the House that it 
is expedient of inexpedicnt to charter a national 
bank, before they have read the petitions they pro- 
fess to report upon? What is the next conclusion? 
Here is a resolution offered to this House, prede- 
termined not only to force this House to vote upon 
the question of inexpediency of a public measure, 
not only without waiting to hear from the people, 
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but without even condescending to reed their peti- 
tions when presented! Was the time of this ses- 
sion, which was called for a special purpose, to be 
wasted upon a mere questfon of inespediency? 
Why, the Committee of Ways aod Means 
might as well have reported that it was in- 
expedient to increase the navy of the United 
States; or they might, with much more _ pro- 
priety, have reported that it was imexpedient 
to prosecute the war in Florida, and waste the 
money of the United States like water in pursuit of 
a few hundred Indians, that never could be found. 
‘Phey might have reported on the inexpediency of 
a great variety of questions; and reporting upon the 
expediency or inexpediency of establishing a na- 
tional bank at this time, was a very idle question; 
and it was as idle for this House te consume its 
time upon it. If the Committee of Ways and 
Means had reporied in answer to these petitions 
after reading them, that this House and the white 
house had predetermined that there should not be a 
national hank, then there might be some reason for 
bringing such a resolution before the House. Butt 
what were the reasons which the gentleman 
assigned for reporting this resolution of having an 
expression of the House upon it? Why, it was to 
settle the question that we should never have a na- 
tional bank in the United States. But why did the 
gentleman not put this in his resolution? Why did 
he not say so, and make the members of the House 
toe the mark? Why not say, resolved, that never 
to the end of time shall a_ national bank be 
established in the United States? Does the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means suppose his 
power is to last forever? I admit, said Mr. 
A. the gentleman's power now; but when he 
calls upon me to toe the mark, I beg to be ex- 
cused. His mark is not straight enough for me. 
It is too much like a Virginia fence. It is too zig- 
zag for me to come up to; and wken he wants me 
to toe the mark, | want him to make a straight 
mark. I want something mere rational than a re- 
solution that it is inexpedient to charter a national 
bank, and then be told that the object is that there 
shall never be a national bank. I complain to this 
House, and to the country, that the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means is wasting our 
precious time with these useless questions, and 
wasting the time and health of the members of the 
House by keeping them up ull three o’clock in the 
morning to force through his measures. If we are 
to waste time on these frivolous questions, instead 
of adjourning on the 16th of October, we may sit 
here til] Christmas a year. I want to know what 
the House will do, and what it will notdo. If the 
question is debated, however, I would rather have 
it debated in Committee of the Whole. Mr. A. 
concluded by moving to lay the resolution on the 
table. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
would not make this motion, which cut of all re- 
ply, after making such an attack upon him as he 
had made. 


Mr. ADAMS. I will withdraw th*® motion if 
the gentleman will renew-it when he has done. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG certainly could not do 
this. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, then, I will withdraw the 
motion unconditionally, so the gentleman may have 
the opportunity of replying. 

Mr. CAMBRELERG said the gentlemen from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams) with his accustomed 
courtesy, had been kind enough to speak of his (Mr. 
C’s) “zig-zag” coarse. He little expected the 
gentleman to make that charge. Mr. C. thought 
he (Mr. A.) would not bave alluded to a point 
which was so very tender to some gentlemen, per- 
haps on both sides. The gentleman, continued 
Mr. C, has alluded to miy “ zigzag” course, anc 
said that I did not walk ina straight line. Sir, I 
have been a member of this House for seveenteen 
years, and before I was a member I was an advo- 
cate of the broadest doctrines of free trade, and of 
those docirines set forth at large in the message of 
the President; doctrines which the South have 
uniformly sustained and supported. I have been 
obliged, sir, from necessity, to make this brief alle- 
sion to my Own course, in conseqwence Of tHe ex- 
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traordinary attack of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Bir, it is perfectly well known, at least to some 
members, that, upon this bank question—upon the 
tariff question and upon the interference of this 
Federal Government, or State Legislatures, with 
the affairs of trade and money,I have been uniform 
and consistent, an, after seventeen years, | have 
the pleasure to find myself surrounded by gentle- 
men from every part of the Union advocating the 
same doctrines I advocated before | was a mem- 
ber of this House. 

Sir, in alluding to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts the other day, I did itin a pleasant man- 
ner, and not for the purpose of provoking an attack 
upon me. The gentleman had alluded to the pro- 
position now submitted to the nation and to Con- 
gress, I mean the proposition to separate the affairs 
of this Government and our Treasury from all 
connection with banks. In alluding to that propo- 
sition, he had reference to the published opinion of 
the gentleman, who doubted whether the President 
had the courage to propose it; and if he had the 
courage to do so, the gentleman left us in some 
doubt, whether he would help him out of the diffi- 
culty. 

Now, I had hoped the gentleman would have 
given us his aid on that bill; and why? Because 
I did not think the gentleman would vote for a 
proposition to incorporate an association of coun- 
terfeiters; because I could not suppose it possible 
that the gentleman could denounce all the presi- 
dents, cashiers, and directors, of all the banks, and 
afterwards come here and vote for an association 
of counterfeiters. The gentleman told us in that 
letter that he doubted, as well he might, the expe- 
diency of employing any bank of discountas an agent 
of the Government. Now, there isno Goverament 
upon earth which employs a bank of discount. 
Even the Bank of England is not a bank of dis- 
count, according to its practice or its organization: 
not a bank of commercial discount upon the plan 
of the banks of thiscountry. The public moneys 
are not permitted to be employed in commercial 
discounts, to be suddenly withdrawn. Sir, I rose 
merely to remind the gentleman that on these 
questions I wished him to remove all doubt—to toe 
the mark on the resolution against chartering a na- 
tional bank. 

Mr. GLASCOCK was somewhat astonished that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Sergeant) 
after occupying the time of the House on three 
different mornings during the morning hour, should 
move to commit the resolution to the Committee of 
the Whole on the stateof the Union. If he could 
believe for a moment that any good could result 
from it, he would not interpose the objection he now 
made; but so far as this question was concerned, it 
appeared to him that every gentleman had a full 
and fair opportunity offered him of making known 
his views to the House and to his constituents, in 
relation to the establishment of a national bank, in 
Committee of the Whole, on the bills before that 
committee. This being the case, he was surprised 
that the gentleman should have made the mo- 
tion after he had finished hisown remarks. It was 
also he thought very extraordinary that the gentleman 
trom Massachusetts should have made the motion 
to lay the resolution on the table, after a similar 
motion had been rejected bya large majority of the 
House. He hoped the motion to commit might 
not prevail, because we had but some eight or ten 
days to determine on all the great questions be- 
fore the House, and the morning hour, he took it, 
was as mach lime as could be set apart specially 
for the discussion of this resolution. Gentlemen 
could discuss this question during the morning hour 
and those who desired to give their views on the 
subject of a bank at any other time, could do so on 
the bills under discussion in the Committee of the 
Whole. . 

Mr. CLARK was somewhat surprised at the 
gent'eman from Pennsylvania making this motion 
at the present time, after the indulgence which had | 
been given him by the House. It seemed to him | 
that there was business enough before the House 
without going into this wide and unlimited range of 
debate on the question of establishing a national 
bank. The subject has been debated to death, and | 
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the public stomach is sick of it; and he hoped we 
would not now hear any more of this bank war. 
The battle has been fought and won, and why re- 
new the contest? A charge has been brought against 
the Committee of Ways and Means for not 
having read the different petitions and memorials 
referred to it on the subject of a national bank. ; 
Why, sir, these petitions are as familiar to the 
people of the country as household terms. We all 
know where they are got up. ‘They are sent from 
the printing offices of the city of New York through 
the country for signatures, and are all of the same 
kind. He hoped this question of a Bank of the 
United States was not now to be fought over again. 
General Jackson had had the good fortune to 
harpoon this leviathan, and he hoped the question 
might be left at rest for the present. 

Mr. ROBERTSON thought it surprisiug that the 
House should be called upon to vote on this impor- 
tant question, without the opportunity of a full and 
free discussion. He thought the proper course 
would be to commit it to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, so that every 
gentleman would have the opportunity of giving 
his views upon it; and if there was not time to 
dispose of it at the present session, it would remain 
on the table to be considered at the coming session. 

Mr. WISE concurred in opinion with his col- 
league. He said there were three distinct plans 
before the country, supported by the three different 
parties in the House. One wasthe Sub-Treasury 
system, submitted by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means as a positive plan, and 
the other was a positive plan, submitted by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Garland,) who be- 
longed to the conservative party in the House, and 
both these plans were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The other 
was a negative proposition, introduced by the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng.) This 
negative proposition the gentleman sees fit to keep 
confined to a few minutes’ discussion every morn- 
ing, instead of giving to it the same chanee 
for free discussion whicht he ther two plans have 
in Committee of the Whol He objected to this 
course, and he objected to having this issue present- 
ed at this time, and in this form. He did not de- 
sire this summary mode of execution for the bank. 
He did not desire to see this vote, taken without 
debate, held up to the country as another triumph 
over the bank; but he wished to see a clean avenue 
for discussion, where he could meet the gentleman 
from New York on the question in every point in 
which it was presented, and this he hoped they 
would be able to obtain. 

Mr. BYNUM obtained the floor, but yielded to 
acall by Mr. CAMBRELENG for the orders of 
the day. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. CONNOR in the chair, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill ‘“ to authorize 
the issuing of ‘Treasury notes.” 

The question pending was on the substitute of 
Mr. RHETT. 

Mr. BIDDLE addressed the committee at length 
in opposition to the whole proposition. 

Mr. ROBERTSON expressed his intention of 
voting against this or any other bill proposing to 
raise revenue, onthe ground that the condition of 
the Treasury was such as not to require it. He 
gave notice of his intention to move to strike out 
the first clause. 

Mr. THOMAS made some explanation in refe- 
rence to the proceedings of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on that part of the President’s Message 
on the subject of a bankrupt law. 

The hour of half past two having arrived, the 
House tvok its usual recess till four o’clock. 





[Evenine Session. ] 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House, on meeting in the evening sessien, 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. CONNOR in the chair, and 
resumed the consideration of the “bill to authorize 
the issuing of Treasury notes,” with the amend- 
ment to, or substitute therefor, of Mr. Rugrr. 


Mr. DUNN briefly opposed the bill, and 
notice of his intention to submit an amend 
when it was in order to do so, 

The amendment of Mr. RHETT was dis. 
agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 
posed the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON moved an amendment to restrict 
the number of clerks to four, and limiting the; 
compensation to $1200 to each. — 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had no objection to the 
amendment. . 

Mr. McKAY suggested the introduction of the 
words “‘per annum,” which Mr. DAWSON accept. 
ed as a modification, and so modified, the amend. 
ment was aecreed to. 

Mr. RIVES moved to strike out the secon 
clause of the bill, which provides that the notes 
should bear interest. He explained, as the reason 
of his motion, that he was in favor of the bill as 
originally reported in the Honse from the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means, that bill not providing 
that the notes should bear interest. [This was the 
main distinction between the House and Senate 
bills; the latter making the notes bear interest, the 
former not.] 

Mr. SNYDER said he would vote for the amend- 
ment of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, if we were under the necessity of js. 
suing ten millions of paper money; for one, he 
thought it important that the paper should be of 
equal value with specie, unless it is, the conse. 
quences will be that the issue of this paper will 
add to, in place of diminishing, the evil .which at 
present exists; for, disguise this as you may, it is 
a debt which we are involving the nation in to the 
amount of ten million of dollars. _I have been in 
the habit of always legislating in a manner that my 
constituents would understand my acts; hence [ 
would much prefer a loan of ten millions to the 
present proposed mode of issuing warrants to that 
amount, redeemable in one year; for, depend upon 
it, if we keep our faith with the States, we have 
ten millions to pay them in 1839. There is nowa de- 
ficit in the Treasury of two millions and upwards, 
this, together with the ordinary expenditure of the 
Government, will consume all the contemplated 
revenue of the next year; and at the end of that 
time, the money must be raised to redeem the war- 
rants, and rest assured that the people will un- 
derstand it, when they are called upon to pay it. 
It is objected to, that if these warrants bear inte- 
rest, they will be anxiously sought ,for, and being 
more valuable than specie, they will be locked up, 
and withheld from circulation. Admit this, it will 
take ten millions of specie or its equivalent to with- 
draw from circulation the warrants, thus adding 
to the means of the banks to resume specie pay- 
ment. Not only the wants of the people, but the 
character of our Government, imperiously de- 
mands that we should issue none other than 
a circulating medium which would relieve the de- 
ranged state of the currency, and have an equal 
value with specie. 1 repeat, sir, 1 would prefera 
loan to the odium of issuing a paper currency, not 
based on a specie capital, and which the taxes of 
our constituents must in the end pay. 

The amendment was further briefly discussed by 
Messrs. RIVES, HAYNES and CAMBRELENG, 
when 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, moved that 
the committee rise, but subsequently withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. BELL suggested that the question be taken 
on the several amendments, the bill laid aside to be 
reported, and the further discussion be had in the 
House. He was also willing that all the bills should 
be reported early, except the last, (the Sub-Trea- 
sury scheme.) 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of a substitute 
he intended to offer, containing two propositions: 
1. To authorize a sale, at par, of the bonds upon 
the Pennsylvania Bank of the United States; and 
2. That if the Secretary of the Treasury cannot 
sell those bonds, that he borrow the same amount 
of money, (viz: $6,500,000,) at a rate of interest 
not exceeding six per cent. per annum. , 

Mr. RIVES modified his amendment by moving, 
instead of striking out the second section, to insetl 
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in the first section the words, “not bearing inte- 


” 
‘7 r, HOLSEY opposed the amendment on the 
wynd that it was necessary to vest that discre- 
onary power in the President and Secretary of the 
Treasury, to prevent the contingency that might 
arise of their becoming below par. The clause 
vesting that discretionary power in| the Treasury 
Department, would prevent that contingency. _ 
Mr. McKIM expressed his decided ajprobation 
f the proposition to pay interest, because it would 
reyent the notes being depreciated below par; and 
the Government being bound by existing laws to 
gy its creditors in specie, it would hot be just to 
ofer them merely paper in liquidation of its debts. 
He was, however, in favor of a moderate rate of 
interest, perhaps Six per Cent. at first, but that rate 
might hereafter be reduced, even to as low as one 
percent. That, however, would depend upon a 
variety of circumstances, such as the future condi- 
tion and wants of the Treasury, the amount of im- 
ports, the negotiability of the ‘Treasury notes, their 
jemand, &c. Without interest they might at once 
become depreciated, as it was within his recollec- 
tion they did in the late war no less than ten per 
cent. The time might come when they need not 
bear any interest, but that was not the present mo- 
ent. 
"Mr. KeK. objected to a temporary loan for a 
year, from the difficulty there would be of nego- 
tiating it for so short a period. That was one ob- 
jection. He had several others which he would 
not then go into. He also said that he would not, 
at that time, go farther into the subject generally, 
bot he trusted the clause providing for the payment 
of interest, under the restrictions devised, would be 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Rives’s 
amendment, and it was decided in the negative— 
aves 56, nees 91. 

‘Mr. UNDERWOOD then submitted his amend- 
ment, notice of which he had given before, as 
above, which was rejected—ayes 80, noes 91. 

Mr. DUNN moved to amend by inserting a 
clause making the Treasury notes receivable in 
payment of debts due to Government, from the 
sales of public lands, custom-house dues, and ba- 
lances from the deposite banks, whether such Trea- 
sury notes should be due at the time or not. He 
said his object in offering the amendment was, 
that if the notes depreciated in value, it was right 
to call into the market as many purchasers as pos- 
sible. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected to the amend- 
ment. The object of the bill was to issue the notes, 
and to receive them in payment of merchants’ 
bonds, and other debts, when such notes became 
due, and not before, and to prevent any depreciation 
in their value. 

Mr. ROBERTSON could not agree with the 
proposed amendment, which, if carried, would af- 
ford an opportunity to the United States Bank to 
pay off the whole of its debt by buying up the notes 
atadiscount. He did not like the idea of debts 
due to Government being paid in advance by such 
a method. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought the merchants ought 
to be allowed to purchase the Treasury notes, and 
‘o pay their bonds with them when they became 
due, whether the notes were due at the time or not. 

Mr. DUNN said his object in offering the amend- 
ment was, to prevent the notes depreciating as 
much ag possible. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG saw no advantage in 
adopting the amendment. Jt was quite time enough 
for the merchants to pay the notes into the Trea- 
sary When they became due. 

Mr. CHAMBERS made some observations in 
which he endeavored to show that the present mea- 
sures were parts of a scheme to destroy the banks. 
He concluded by moving “that the bill be laid 


0 


aside for the present, and that the Senate bill No. , 


4, for adjusting the remaining claims against the 
Ceposite banks, be taken up instead.” 
After some debate as to whether such a proposi- 


tion could be received at that time, the Chair de- 


cided it was in order. 


he question was then taken on the amendment, 
and lost without a count. 
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Mr. WISE moved to strike out the words “he 
may think proper,” and to insert “ the exigencies 
of the Government may require.” Also to strike 
out “and shall include the principal of each note, 
and the interest which may be due thereon at time 
of payment,” and insert “ provided that it shall not 
be lawfal for any officer of Government to pay out 
or circulate Treasury notes, so long as there shall 
remain on hand any specie or other available 
funds, and the whole amount of the five millions, 
provided by law for contingencies, shall be kept 
on hand in Treasury notes, until their use shall 
become unnecessary,” &c. 

Mr. W. said it was not his intention to give his 
views at large at that time on the Treasury note 
bill. But he considered it as the commencement 
of the system of a Treasury bank. It was never 
contemplated by the administration, in adopting 
their system of Treasury banks, to present the en- 
tire plan at once. It was their intention to de- 
velope it gradually, and to give it to the people by 
piecemeal. The first and the longest stride to fa- 
miliarize the minds of the people, was their Trea- 
sury issues. The plea now urged for these notes, 
with or without interest, was “‘the necessity of the 
Government.” And not only that, but it had been 
openly avowed by a gentleman in the other House, 
‘that Government should have a permanent circn- 
lation.” He, Mr. W, was not only opposed to the 
creation of a public debt without necessity, but he 
would the state in advance and enter his protest 
against the Treasury bank scheme. He thought 
his friend from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Didd!e,) in his 
able speech in the morning, in one instante had 
mistaken the figure. That gentleman had thrown 
out the idea “that the Government of the United 
States had violently and irreligiously forced a di- 
vorce from the United States Bank, which was its 
lawful wife, and had been united in wedlock for 
forty years; that the Government, Turklike, had 
then set up a Seraglio; but getting sick of that, had 
taken a number of harlots, whom it petted and 
dandled on its knee in the most indecent manner.” 
Now he would tell the gentleman that he certainly 
had mistaken the whole figure. Whence had we 
this doctrine of divorce? Why, it was first suggested 
by Fanny Wright, (andhe should very likely have to 
quote from her writings before long;) it was from 
her that the idea originated; but shortly after he had 
read her book denouncing matrimony, and crying 
up divorce, the very first thing that he saw was, that 
Fanny Wright had become Mrs. Darusmont, and 
had actually got married herself, after abusing 
matrimony in such strong terms. Just so it was 
with the Government; it was crying up the doctrine 
of divorce, when at the same time it was about con- 
tracting matrimony with one of the vilest terma- 
gants, in the shape of a Treasury bank. 

The question on this amendment was then taken, 
and rejected—ayes 82, noes 89. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG’S amendment, or substi- 
tute for the bill, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. DUNN moved to amend by adding an addi- 
tional section to the bill, limiting the power of the 
Secretary to issue notes, to the first Monday in May, 
1838. Rejected without a count. 

Mr. FILMORE moved to strike out that portion 
of the bill relating to punishment for forgery, mak- 
ing it penal to have in possession the same kind of 
paper, &c. and to insert ‘‘ With intent to use the 
same fraudulently.” Negatived without a count. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Duwnn’s for- 
mer amendment, and lost without a count. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
by adding ‘‘the power given to the President to 
issue Treasury notes, shall cease on the secund 
Monday in June, 1839.” He said his object in 
offering the amendment was to asceriain whether 
this bill was only intended to give present relief, or 
whether it was to be permanent for all time to 
come, and that Government intended to cover the 
whole country in future with its own spurious paper. 

Mr. DUNCAN compla:ned of the many occa- 
sions on which the friends of the administration 
were compelled to sit and listen to the taunts of the 
opposition, who were continually charging them 
with being under Executive influence, and so forth. 
He would admit that they acted together, and what 
of that?) The friends of the Government had come 
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here for the very purpose of acting t vether, to re- 
lieve the country from its present di-tress. But 
the opposition were continually raisige the panic 
note, and yet did nothing towards reliei. They net 
only refuse to act themselves, but they endeavored 
to embarrass and prevent others from so doing. 
Was it not but the other day, that one who claims 
to be a leader of the other side, (Mr. Wise) told 
them ‘that he would offer nothing, and he hoped 
that none of the opposition would offer any propo- 
sition for relief?” Mr. H. then referred to the va- 
rious measures now proposed, and contended that 
they were all calculated to afford relief to the banks 
and country atlarge. He referred to the short pe- 
riod remaining of the session, and earrestly en- 
treated the opposition, that if they would not act 
themselves, at least to permit others to act for the 
benefit of the people. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Jonnson, and rejected—ayes 83, 
noes 89. 

Mr. GRENNEL submitted an amendment in 
relation to the clause for punishing those having 
plates of the notes in their possession, with intent 
to make a fraudulent use of them. Bost. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Com- 
mittee then rose, and reported the bill and amend- 
ments to the House, which were ordered to be 
printed; and then, on motion of the same gentle- 
man, 

The House adjoarned, at 8 o’clock, p. m. 








IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, October 5, 1837. 

Mr. McKEAN presented several memorials re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texas; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PRENTIS presented several memorials, al- 
so remopsirating against the annexation of Txas, 
and one for the abolishment of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the joint resolu- 
tion referred yesterday from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, requiring the postage on all letters for 
Express mail to be paid at the office where they 
were deposited for transportation. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to transmit to the Secretary of the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin such public documents as have 
heretofore been given to the members of this body. 

The Senate then adjourred until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, October 5, 1837. 

Mr. HAYNES submitted a motion to reconsider 
the following resolution adopted on yesterday; 
which motion was entered and lies over: 

Resolved, ‘hat the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the cause of 
the detention in the sailing of the Exploring squad- 
ron, together with the correspondence between the 
Department and the commander, and other offieers 
or persons who are now, or have been at any 
time, attached to that service; and also report what 
amount of the appropriation made by Congress for 
that purpose has been expended, and whether an 
additional sum will not be required within a short 
period to carry on the expedition. 

Mr. HOWARD submitted a motion to print ten 
thousand extra copies of the correspondence in 
relation to the Mexican boundary; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the same number 
of the Brazilian correspondence be printed; which 
was agreed to. 

NATIONAL BANK. 

The House then proceed to the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the 25th instant, it 
being the ousiness next in order: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to charter a na- 
tional bank. ' 

Mr. WISE had moved to amend this resolution, 
by adding thereto, the following “ at this time:” 

“ And be it further resolved, that it will be expe- 
dient to establish a national bank whenever there 
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is a clear manifestation of ppblic sentiment in favor 
of such a mesure.” . 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
SERGEANT to commit the resolution to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Umon. 

Mr. BYNUM, who was entitled to the floor, said 
he had not risen«n yesterday, so much with the 
intention of making « speech, as to expess his hearty 
concurrence in the sentiments expressed by the 
honorable gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Glas- 
cock,) and the honorable ge nileman from New 
York (Mr. Clark,) and he exceedingly regretted 
that it became the duty of the Chair to interpose and 
arrest the remarks of those honorable gentlemen, 
knowing that they would have been able to place the 
subject in a clearer point of view than jt was in his 
power to do. He also rose to express his astonish- 
ment at the exfraordinary course pursued by the 
gentieman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Sergeant.) in 
moving to commit the resolution to a Commitiee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, after having 
been indulged by the House for three or four days 
in succession, 1m lecturing the House and admini- 
stration, and eulogizing—almost delivering a fane- 
ral sermon over the corse of the dead monster— 
the bank. Afier all this, it appeared to him strange 
thiut the gentleman should conceive it to be his du- 
ty, to the prejudice of those who feel it to be their 
duty to oppose a recharter of the United States 
Rank, to move to commit the resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole, thereby depriving them 
of ihe opportunity of defending themselves, or re- 
plying to the arguments adduced by the gentleman, 
because it is well known that the rules prevent a 
member in Committee of the Whole from replying 
to arguments made in the House. He hoped the 
Llouse would not adopt the motion made by the 
geotieman from Pennsylvania, for this reason: that 
these gentleman had raised the hue-and-cry about 
the distresses under which the ceuntry was labor- 
ing ; when, in his opinion, if there was any distress 
in this country, it had sprung from the action of 
that profligate and monstrous institution, the Bank 
of the United States. He believed it was the Pan- 
dora’s hox which had been the cause of all the 
complaints, all the evils, and all the distresses, 
of which we have heard so much on this floor. 


He hoped the question might be taken at the pre- — 


sent session of Congress, so that the country might 
be put at rest in relation to it. Let gentlemen 
come up to the question, and toe the mark. Let 
the question be decided in the House, and not sent 
to the Committee of the Whole, where no vote can 
be taken on it, and where discussion will only add 
to the distresses which already exist. In his hum- 
ble opinion, there could be nothing which would 
afford more solid and substantial relief than a deci- 
sion of this Hove, that will show to those who 
make complaints of distress, and ring the changes 
on the word panic, that their favorite project is 
hopeless ; that a United States Bank can not be 
chartered by the Congress of the United States ; 
and that it was in vain for them to be 
indulging themselves with the tope that it 
can. The sooner this was done the better it will 
be for the people of the country. In his opinion, 
if we intend to act in good faith to the people, and 
do any thing for the relief of the people of the coun- 
try, and the distresses of that people, the very first 
thing we should do would be to determine whether 
the establishment of a United States Bank was to 
be expected by any party in the country; to settle 
and fix the question finally, so that the people of 
the country and the capitalists of the country might 
know what to do. He hadno doubt that there was 
a great deal of capital now held up which would be 
invested in other business, if this question was de- 
tcrmined; and why not determine it at once, and 
patitat rest? Gentlemen, in support of their mo- 
tron to refer this resolution to the Committee of 
tc Whole, say they want a discussion of the sub- 
ject. Why, do they not know that it has been dis- 
cussed frém year to year for the last six years, 
throughout the whole country, and in both branches 
of Congress? Do they not know that it has been 
cdivceussed in both branches of Congress at the 
present session, on almost every subject which 
has been brought forward? Have we not 
heard the difties which have been sung in this 
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House by the gentlemen from Pennsylvania, in | 
eulogy of their favorite institution. And do gen- | 
tlemen not know that this sabject has been dis- 
cussed until a large majority of the people of the 
country turn away from it with loathing and dis- , 
gust? It has been decided at the ballot box thata | 
majority of the people of the country were opposed | 
to the establishment of a national bank; and he 
wished to be permitted to tell gentlemen that they 
mistook the intelligence, virtue, and patriotism of | 
the people of the country, if they expect by this | 
protracted discussion of the question, to drive 
them from their opposition to a Bank of the Umied | 
States. [twas in vail for them to expect to rive! 
the chains which had spreng from that jnstitation, | 
on the necks of the peop! and the Sooner the mat- | 
ter was decided, the bet!er 10 the country, as | 
it will put at rest all agitation and turmoil. | 
The President of the United States has been 
accused of taking an extraord!™ary conrse, and 
of endeavoring to forestall public opinion, by 
the very consistent gentlemen of the opposition. 
He has been denounced and declaimed against by 
those who deal in declamation, for the extraordi- 
nary and high handed course he has pursued ; and 
it will be recollected by every gentleman here, that 
those who now denounce him for throwing out his 
opinions in advance, denounced him two years ago 
becanse of his non-committalism. These gentle- 
men then said that he was non-committal on every 
thing—that he would never toe the mark—that he 
would never go in advance of public opinion, but 
always followed after it. Now, however, they say 
the President has introduced both reckless and ex- 
iraordinary measures, and they denounce him for 
endeavoring to forestall public opinion. All these 
arguments and denunciations should be feirly met, 
and he would ask the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, whether the friends of the administration 
would have the opportunity of answering him in 
Committee of the Whole? because the gentleman 
well knows it is against the rule to reply to argu- 
ments made in the House. He wished to see a direct 
and early vote upon ft sis subject. The peopleof the 
country require it. Chey want to know what pros- 
pects there are for the recharter of a national bank, 
so that they may know what toexpect. He did 
not believe that there was any gentleman in this 
House who was inimical to the establishment of a 
national bank, who desired to avoid the question 
by referring it to the Committee of the Whole. 
Every individual who was at heart hostile to a re- 
charter of the bank, must be disposed to keep the 
subject in the House, and not permit it to go to the 
Committee of the Whole, where it may be discus- 
sed to the end of the session without coming to 
any conclusion thereon. Gentlemen have talked a 
great deal about skulking and dodging questions; 
but he would ask who ever saw such dodging as 
there had been on this question. ‘Gentlemen de- 
sired not only to dodge the question, but to dodge 
behind the rules of the House to save themselves 
from having their arguments answered, and their 
denunciations exposed. 

It was easy to make assertions, but it was not so 
easy to prove them; therefore, gentlemen endeavor 
to shield themselves by having the subject referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. Let the Ameri- 
can people see what party support a_ national 
bank; let them see their strength, and what prospect 
there is for them to succeed, and they will be 
satisfied. The farming and mechanical interests 
are now satisfied. Who, then, are making all 
these complaints? It is the bankites, the rag ba- 
rons, and the stockjobbers. ‘These are the men 
who are endeavoring to render the Government 
unpopular with the people, and make then discon- 
tented with their country. The rapid strides which 
the bank is making for almost universal dominion 
in America, warn us of the necessity of Ictting the 
country and the world know its fate as soon as 
possible. We have heard but recently of this 
institution sending an agent to Europe, perhaps to 
interfere with our commerce, Every day admo- 
nishes us of the danger of the bank; and shall we 
longer sit by and encourage agitation, and add 
to its power of doing injury to the coun- 
try? He hoped that the democraey of this 
House would give it as their opinion to the 
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| democracy of the country, and to the agriculty;,) 
mechanical, and laboring interests of the Country, 
that it was inexpedient to establish an institutic’ 
which had declared war upon the country : 
stood out against the sovereignty of the ; 
themselves. Let them know this; let the World 
know it, and we will hear but little of this distres, 
which has been so long sounded in our eajs. lr 
however, this subject is kept in agitation before this 
House and the country, the cry of distress, and oo 
nic, and confusion will be kept up, the Presiie, 
will be denounced, and a Bank of the United State 
will be held up as the only panacea for the eons, 
try. Gentlemen could not sappose we are igny 
rant of the game they are playing. They tell “ 
the time has not arrived for introducing the subjec, 
of anational bank. But what do they mean py 
this? ‘They mean that they do not want i aon 
demned; they do not want the true voice of the peo. 
pie spoken on this subject, because they know ; 
would be against them. . 
He hoped that no one who was opposed to the 
recharicr of this institution would hesitate in yotine 
to reject the proposition submitted by the gentle. 
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| man from Pennsylvania, to refer this resolution to 


the Committee of the Whole on the State of the 


| Union. 


Mr. CUSHMAN said, that believing every gen. 
tleman to have made up his mind on the question 


| in relation to the expediency of chartering a na. 
| tional bank, and that the state of the public busi. 
| ness would not permit of its further discussion, he 


moved the previous question. 
Mr. HAYNES moved a call of the House, which 


- was ordered; and the roll having been called over. 


and 195 members answered to their names— 
Mr. MORGAN moved to dispense with a 
further proceedings under the call, which w 
agreed to. 
The previous question was then seconded—ayes 
83, noes 80. : 








Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays, on or. 


| dering the main question; which were ordered, and 


were—ycas 101, nays 101, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatiy. 
Beirre, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Bruyn, Buchayay, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Timothy J. Carter, Chapman, Cin: 
borne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Conner, Craig, Crary, Cush. 
man, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Pair 
fiel!, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Gray, 
Haley. Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Hayas, Ho) 
sey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson. Jabez Jackson, Joseph Joho. 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Joha W. Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, James M. Mason, 
McKay, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Mont. 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Owens, 
Palmer, Parmenter. Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, 
Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Rives, 
Sheffer, Shields, Shipler, Smith, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, 
Worthington, and Yell—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, John W. Allen, Aycrigg, 
Bell, Biddle, Borden, William B. Calhoun, Joh Calhoon, 
William B. Campbell, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs 
Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dar 
lington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Duna, Everett, 
Ewing. Richard Fletcher, Rice Garland, Goode, James Gra 
ham, William Graham, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, 
Harper, Henry, Herod, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry 
Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Andrew W. Looms, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Maso», 
Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, 
Milligan, Matthias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Ogle, Pattetson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Pow. 
Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard, Slede, Snyder, Southgate, Stratton, Taliaferro 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, AlbertS. White, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Shertol 
Williams, Joseph Willisms, Christopher H. Williams, Wie, 
and Yorke—101 

Tie CHAIR voted in the affirmative, so that the 
main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. CLARK inquired if it would now be in or 
der to move to lay the subject over until to-morrov. 

The CHAIR replied that it would not be in or 
der, the main question being ordered to be now pul: 

The main question was then reported as follows: 


Resolved, Tua 1T 18 INEXPEDIENT TO CHARTER 4 
NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, whith were ordered, and were— 
yeas 122, nays 91, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beal’), 
Reirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyr, 
chanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, T- J. Carter, Casey, Chapm, 


Cilley, Ciaiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Conn 
Craig, C 


Edwards, Elmore, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, al? 


, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Dunr® 
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jascock, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Ham. 
oe cms Harrison, Hawkins, “Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
mm ie 


Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William Hf. Hunter. Robert M. T. 


ver, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Hue Nathaniel Jones, Joha W. Jones, Kilgore. Klingen- 
aoe Legare, Lealbetter, Lewis, Logan, Anpeonet Loomis 
qt allory, James M. Mason, Marin, McKay, A. Mc- 
Leen. McClure, McKim, Miller, Mon: omery, Moore, Morgan, 
Cle hias Morris, Samue! W. Morris, Muhlenberz, Nobie, Ogle, 
po «, Palmer, Parmenter, Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, Pe- 

- Phelpa, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, 
inkehs Rives, Robertson, Sheffer, Shields, Shipler, Smith, Say 
a Spencer, stewart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, ‘Thomp- 
der, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wor- 

ston, and Yell—122. 
ton YS —Messte. Adams, Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
Ayeriges Bell, Biddle, Borden, William B. Calhoun, John Cal- 
ye William B. Campbell, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, 


hoon, Crockett, 


Corwin, 
edher, Filmore, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, 
William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, 
Harper, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Wil- 
jiam Cost Johnson, Lawler, Lincoln, Andrew W . Loomis, Mar- 
yin, Sarason Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Mene- 
fee, Mercer, Milligan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Patterson, 
pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Rewcher, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Sianley, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. 
White, Joha White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Withams, Joseph Williams, Christopher WM. Wiliams, 
Wise, and Yorke—91. 

So the resoluiion was agreed to. 

The rfouse then passed to the orders of the day. 

DIVORCE BANKS BILL. 

The bill from the Sentate, entitled “(an act im- 
posing additional duties in certain cases on public 
officers,” Was taken up on its reference. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that as this 
pill corresponded in almost all its provisions with 
the House bill under the same title, reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, in order, therefore, that there might be no 
delay upon the action of this bill; and as there was 
only one slight difference between them, he 
had been instructed, he said, by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to move that this bill be at once 
committeed to the same Committee of the Whole 
as the other. 

The motion was assented to, nem. dis. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the “bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
noles.”” 

The bill had been entirely amended in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and a substitute submitted by 
Mr. CAMBRELENG adopted. 

Mr. RHETT moved to amend the first section 
by inserting in the second line, after the word 
“notes,” the following: “or bills receivable in 
payment of the public dues;” and supported his 
amendment at some length, and went somewhat at 
large into the subject generally. 

Mr. FLETCHER opposed the bill, on the 
ground of its not being required, and therefore they 
were not justified in incurring a debt when the Go- 
vernment had sufficient means in hand. What 
were they? The bondsof the Pennsylvania Bank 
of the United States amounting to $6,000,000, with- 
out interest, which might be readily sold in Europe, 
even for specie, if it was wanted. ‘Then there were 
$16,000,000 in the deposite banks, which might be 
rendered available by drafts being drawn on it. 
These were sufficient resources for all the nesessi- 
ties of the Government, without incurring a loan 

of $10,000,000. 

He objected to the bill, also, because it was de- 
ceptive in its mode. The object and purpose of the 
bill were not consistent with its title. Instead of 
merely authorizing the issue ef ten millions of 

reasury notes, it was really a bill authorizing 3 
loan of ten millions, and that should be its title. 
It was therefore deceptive in its character, and no- 
thing more nor less than an impvsition. 

He also objected to it on the ground of unconsti- 
tutionality, and inquired where existed the power 
of the General Government to issue bills of credit? 
Such a pewer belongs not to it. 

e discretionary power left the Executive to 
fix the rate of interest on the Treasury notes, short 
of six per cent. was another valid objection he had 
toit. It was involving uncertain legislation, vest- 
ig too much power iu the Executive, and disrob- 
ing the legislative department of that which was 
peculiarly and strictly within its province. 


Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 





Deberry, Denis, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, Richard. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


Mr. CUSHING said it would be idle for him to 
think of adding any thing to the force and clear- 
ness of the observations of his colleague, (Mr. 
Fletcher ;) but one of the remarks made by that 
gentleman had recailed to his recollection a curious 
fact, bearing upon the question at issue, which he 
begged leave to state to the House. 

Ii would be remembered, that one of the main 
arguments of those gentlemen who deny the con- 
stitutionality of a national bank, is the considera- 
tion that the power to establish such a bank is not 
express/y given to Congress in the Constitution ; that 
it is what is called a constructive power; and that 
a proposition was made in the convention which 
framed the Constitution to confer on Congress 
power to create corporations, and rejected. 

Now that (said Mr. C.) the analogy between 
this question of a national bank, and that of bills 
of credit, is perfect in all its parts. There is no ex- 
press power in the Constitution for Congress to 
issue bills of credit. It is a constructive power, 
just as much as the power to establish a national 
bank; and Mr. Pinckney of South Carolina pro- 
posed, as may be seen by the printed journal of the 
convention, that in the enumeration of the powers 
of Congress, one clause should read thus: “To 
borrow money and emit bills of credit... This latter 
branch of the proposition the convention rejected: 
the actual provision as to loans being in these 
words: “To borrow money on the credit of the 
United States.” 

Mr. C. said that, without himself admitting the 
conclusiveness of the arguments adverse to the 
constitutionality of a national bank, ie did not sce 
how those who did entertain that view of the Con- 
Stitution, could consistently support a law for the 
emission of bills of credit. 

Mr. PARMENTER supported the bill, and op- 
posed the proposition to sell the United States Bank 
bonds in Europe, showing that it would lead to re- 
sults similar to those which had lately taken place. 
He also insisted that the resources adverted to by 
Mr. Fletcher were not available. The issue of 
Treasury notes was far preferable to a loan, or to 
the issue of Treasury drafts. The former would 
be taken by the large cities, the lattter would be in 
large and inconvenient sums, and would thence fail 
in giving general relief to the country, because 
they would not become current. 

Mr. P. then traced the evils of the present condi- 
tion of things to theirsource, arising out of the uni- 
versal spirit of speculation in land, town lots, new 
inventions, &c. and in conclusion, he said, that af- 


ter having examined the report of the Secretary of 


the Treasury, he was well assured there would be 
a deficiency of our resources, and that this bill pro- 
posed no more than was absolutely required for 
the indispensable wants of the Government. 

Mr. CROCKETT questioned the declaration 
made by some gentlemen, that there were no em- 
barrassments felt in the country, for they were not 
only acknowledged by the President in his Mes- 
sage, but were felt in almost every section, and yet 
not one of the bills propesed .by the Committee of 
Ways and Means was designed for the relief of the 
people. 

In reference to the bill under consideration he 
objected to it, because it clothed the President with 
power to create a national debt: for this scheme, he 
contended, was nothing more nor less—while noth- 
ing was intended for the people, who were to be 
dismissed with a lecture on prudence, moderation, 
and economy. He likened this course to the case 
of Job and his wife, whose only comfort and con- 
solation she afforded to her husband was well 
known. This was pretty much like what the Pre- 
sident said to his constituents, to the people.- Mr. 
C. denounced the system of the Sub-Treasuries, or 
what he regarded as a Treasury bank. In re- 
ference to the late President, he said it appeared 
that he was not alone content with dictating his 
successor, but he must also dicta'e what that suc- 
cessor should do. Instead of attempting to devise 
means to keep up the present prodigal and extra- 
vagant expenditures of the Government, Mr. C. was 
for beginning at the right place, and in the right 
manher, viz: by retrenchment, reform, and economy. 
Moreover, it had been, to his mind, shown conclu- 
sively, that these $10,000,000 would not be wanted, 
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after withholding the deposite of the fourth instal- 
ment with the States. But even :f it were other- 
wise, he said, so tet it be. If the Goverament had 
actually brought itself mto a state of insolvency, 
it ought to be known. He denied, however, that 
the balances in the deposite banks were unavail- 
able, since Treasury drafts drawn upon those de- 
posites would be taken every where; nor could he 
see the difference between a_ protested Treasury 
draft and a Treasury note bearing interest. In 
conclusion, he was in favor of a national bank, as 
the only means of furnishing the country a sound 
and uniform currency, and of regulating the ex- 
changes. Of the power of Congress to charter 
such an institution, he had no constitutional doubts 
whatever; and if he had, he would not set them 
up against the overwhelming authority on the other 
side. Even if it were true that the Iste bank had 
been guilty of all the charges alleged against it, 
that offered no reason Why they should not 
have another, with proper safeguards to prevent a 
recurrence of such abuses, if any such existed. 
He believed there was a large majority of the 
people in favor of a national bank, if their sense 
cou!d be fairly ascertained. 

Mr. HAMER had thought last night that the de- 
bate on this bill was closed, but it seemed that they 
had taken a fresh start that morning. He himseif 
did not rise to make a speech, but briefly to throw 
out a few suggestions in reply to some things that 
had been thrown out by gentlemen in the course of 
the discussion. 

Some complaints had been made of the or ler in 
which the business of the House had been brought 
before tt. Gentlemen had urged that this bill ought 
to have been laid aside, and that the bills to allow 
time to the deposite banks, and to postpone the pay- 
ment of merchants’ bonds, should have been first 
disposed of, before the final action was had upon 
the present bill. Now, there were two reasons why 
that was not the proper course. 

The first was, that. so faras had been seen by the 
course, and gathered from the declarations of gen- 
tlemen in the opposition, they were opposed to all 
the measures brought forward; and hence it was 
but fair and reasonable that the friends of those 
measures should be allowed to select the order in 
which they should be brought before the House. 
That was one reason. 

The other was, that the Government ought to 
act, in regard to this matter, precisely as an indi- 
vidual would in similar circumstances. Suppose 
that he owed a thousand dollars, and was unpre- 
pared to pay it when called upon, and asked time 
of his creditor; that ereditor said he would give 
him time if he (the creditor) could raise it from 
any other source—must not that creditor ascertain 
first whether he could raise the amount of money 
before he could indulge him (Mr. H.) his debtor? 
That was precisely what they wanted to ascertain 
in the present case. They were first to ascertain 
whether they had the means of granting the indul- 
gence proposed in the other two bills, before they 
could take upon themselves to do so. This was 
fair and reasonable, and was the only perfectly 
proper course, 

Now, in regard to the arguments advanced that 
mornin: by the very able gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Fletcher.) That geatleman insisted 
that this bill was unnecessary, and assigned his 
reasons. He said they should sell the claim upon 
the Bank of the United States. Why, the Govern- 
ment was now out of money, and wanted funds 
immediately. Which, then, was the most reasona- 
ble: for the Government to go into the market and 
force a sale of thatclaim, and the paper she holds 
against the Bank of the Wnited States? or to issue 
Treasury notes, and take time to render that debt 
available, or collect it at maturity? Wasa forced 
sale advantageous, under any circumstances, either 
to an individual or te the Government? Certainly 
not. It is better, therefore, that the notes should 
be issued. 

Again: There was a large amount in the deposi’e 
banks, said the gentleman. Now they heard that 
repeatedly before, but did not every gentleman 
there know, that the amount in the deposite banks 
could not be commanded at that time? Nay, more: 
was it not insisted by gentlemen of the oppo- 
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sition, that that money should not be commanded 
under one, two, or three years. 

What was another argument connected with this 
proposition? It was that they might issue Treasury 
drafts upon the banks, and suffer them to be pro- 
tested, and circulated throught the community, as 
now, instead of notes. Why, in the first place, 
they had heard from all quarters of the Union, 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had no 
right to issue drafts upon the banks, know- 
ing they would be protested. But suppose he 
had the right, was there any difference between 
those drafts now circulating and the Treasury notes 
they proposed to issue? Where was the difference 
between drawing a draft upon a bank, which they 
knew would not be paid, but would be protested 
and allowed to circulate through the community 
upon the credit of the Government, and a Treasury 
note, which wast» circulate exclusive/y upon the 
credit of the Government, and with the belief that 
the amount it represents will be paid the moment 
the banks are in a condition to pay? Nowif any 
gentleman was so astute as to be able to point out 
any difference —not the metaphysical, but the prac- 
tical, diflerence—he would be glad to hear it. Both 
were certainly circulated on the credit of the Go- 
vernment. 

But it seemed that ‘these notes, in the opinion of 
some gentlemen, were unconstitutional; and then, 
from all quarters, thay were told it was a loan—a 
loan in disguise. Well, if it be a loan, did not the 
Constitution expressly authorize the Government to 
borrow money for its needful wants? If it be a 
loan, as they admit it to be, and so Mr. H. admit- 
ted, in one sense, but not in the ordinary sense in 
which a loan was undersiood—but if it were, the 
Censtitution authorized them to borrow money 
whenever the necessities of the country required 
them to do it. How was it a loan? Why, it 
was just such a loan as he would make to an 
individual to whom he was indebted, and who 
called upon him for a_ settlement, and he 
could not pay him, but gave him his note 
promising to pay him ina year, Inthat sense, but 
in no other, was it a loan; but no one would so un- 
derstand it. It was precisely that kind of transac- 
tion too. Those who had claims upon the Govern- 
ment called for their money; the Government had 
not got it, because the merchants and the banks 
could not pay her, and what does shedo? Why, 
give her notes, and say she will pay up at the end 
of a year. This isa plain every day transaction 
between individuals. 

Again, it was said this bill would be a brrden 
upon the people. How a burden upon the people? 
Iie heard that complaint rung throughout the 
House, and he asked, how was it a burden upon 
the people? Did it propose any new tax upon 
them? Did it propose any levying fresh burden? 
Did it take any money out of their pockets? If 
they ‘regarded the bill passed to withhold the 
fourth instalinent of deposites with the States as 
furnishing the means to redeem these nctes, in 
that way it was a burden. But no body pretended 
that those notes were to be so redeemed, or to be 
redeemed at all, except when the deposite banks 
and the merchants paid up their debts. 

Gentlemen talked, too, a good deal about the 
people not understanding this. Mr. H. had a 
higher respect for the intelligence of the people. 
They would understand it; they did understand it. 

Mr. PHILLIPS then took the floor, and com- 
menced an argument against the bill, but his re- 
marks were cut off by the arrival of the hour (half 
past 2) for the House to take its daily recess till 
four o'clock. : 





[Eveninc Session.] 


Mr. ADAMS, on leave, submitied the following | 


resolution, which was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to lay before this House, the last weekly | 
statement of the Treasurer of the United States, | 
showing the amount at his credit in the late de- | 


posite banks, by the returns last received from the 


said banks; and specifying what portions of the | 


balances due from the said banks, at the times 
given in the statement annexed to the report of the 
said Secretary on the finances, made at the com- 
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mencement of the present session of Congress, have 
been since drawn {rom the said banks respectively. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the Committee 
on Public Buildings obtained leave to sit during the 
sessions of the House. 

TREASURY NOTES BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
** bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” 
being the substitute reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question pending was on the amendmeat of 
Mr. RHETT to amend the first section, as stated 
in this morning’s proceedings. 

Mr. PHILLIPS resumed his remarks. He en- 
deavored to prove (eat the most injurious effects 
had resulted from the late measure of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in allowing a large amount of 
deposites to remain in several isolated banks, while 
he withdrew nearly the whole sums deposited with 
the banks on the seaboard. It was his opinion 
that much of the distress now existing in the com- 
mercial cities was to be attributed to that meas re. 
He referred to the prospects of the country for the 
ensuing year, and contended, that from the report 
of the Secretary, and the statements given in the 
House, if a balance were drawn, the amount of dif- 
ference between the expenditure and receipts would 
not exceed two or three hundred thousand dollars. 
He would tell them frankly, that when he came 
here his impression was, that the only practicable 
relief was the creation of a Government loan, by 
which our account with Europe could be speedily 
closed, or to issue such kinds of Treasury notes as 
would be useful to the people; and he thought that 
the payment of the fourth instalment of the depo- 
sites would be the means of distributing these netes 
to the country. But that measure had failed, and 
with ita great portion of the giound for issuing 
these notes. 

It was his opinion that specie payments would 

not be resumed for the present, if the measures now 
before the House were adopted ; and he also wished 
it to be known that, in his opinion, the period of 
distress had not passed over. It still existed, and, 
under the present slate of things, must increase. 
Some gentlemen had attributed the distress to over- 
trading; but, although he would admit that might 
have had some influence, yet the great evil which 
they were called on to remedy was that of obstruc- 
tion to our credit, both at home and abroad, and to 
restore the currency to its former state, and ihe 
banks to that confidence they enjoyed before the 
suspension of specie payments. It was desirable 
that they should make the notes of the banks re- 
ceivable for public dues; and, when they had done 
that, they would have done all that was expected 
from Government; for, when such notes were so 
receivable, confidence would be restored, and no- 
thing more would be wanting. He could not vote 
for the bill to its present amount; and, if Treasury 
noles were issued at all, he would suggest the ex- 
pediency of issuing them without, rather than with 
interest. 
Mr. HOWARD said that he would make a few 
remarks in reply to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Phillips,) upon the point which had 
been very zealously pressed upon the House by 
him. It was proposed to raise the money which 
the Treasury wanted, by a sale of the bonds of the 
Bank of the United States, instead of issuing Trea- 
sury notes. As a financial?measure, Mr. H. said, 
his understanding was not convinced of its pro- 
priety, although he freely admitted that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts was much more 
conversant with such subjects than himself. It 
seemed to him that this plan of selling the 
bonds of the bank was urged upon the House with 
great pertinacity. During the discussion of the 
bill to postpone the fourth instalment, it was the 
policy of the opponents of that measure to show 
that the Treasury had ample resources at com- 
mand, and the conversion of those bonds into cash 
was directly in the track of the argument. But 
that matter had been decided, and the question 
now was merely wheiher the Government should 
use its own credit, or that of the bank, in order to 
raise funds. 

If the proposition to sell had been brought for- 
ward by the adversaries or the bank, and sustained 


upon the ground that it would be wise 1 
the bonds for whatever they might bri 
the bank had not paid the first bond at maturity 

would have been an argument that he could unde : 
stand. Mr. H. said that he begged to inquire from 


. PD 
the chairman of the Commitice of Ways and 
aS due on 


O part With 
hg, because 


Means whether the first bond, which w 
the first of October, had been paid? 
(Mr. CamBrecenc replied, that no noti 


° ce of 
payment had been received, and that the Secretar 
of the Treasury had been obliged to write to . 


president of the bank about it.] 

Mr. RF. said that it was generally reported that 
the bank intended to set-off certain Treasury war 
rants or drafts which had been issued, in paymen 


aral ment 
of the third instalment, to some State under 


the de. 


‘posite act, into the correctness of which step he 


would not now enter, as it would lead him ou, of 
his way. 

The reason why he mentioned it atall was tos 
that if the bank though itself entitled to discharge 
the first bond in this way, it might think it just to 
pay the others by the same set-off; because the 
assignee of a bona would take it subject to all the 
equity which attached to it in the hands of the 
ob! gee. What would these bonds sell for at the 
risk of being paid off in this manner? It was trye 
that we might direct otherwise by law; but then jt 
would be a harsh measure, deprive the bank of q 
privilege which belonged to every body else—that 
of paying its debts to the Government in such 
paper as was received from all other persons, [f 
this course had been recommended by the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means, might it not have been 
deemed severe, and tending to embarrass the 
operations of the bank? But to consider it strict. 
ly as a financial measure, what did it amount 
to? When we had to choose between using the 
credit of the Government and the credit of the 
bank, why should we prefer the latter. He 
admitted that the credit of that institution 
stood high, both in our own country and Europe, 
and he had not the slightest wish to impair that 
credit. Butit was not equal to that of the Go- 
vernment. Would the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts contend for this? He apprehended not. 
But let us follow out the operation. Suppose the 
bonds put up for sale in New York. In what mo 
ney would payment be required? In specie, or 
notes of non-specie paying banks? The existing 
laws forbade the reception of the latter, and specie 
must therefore be required. Where would six 
millions of dollars in specie come from? It would 
be unwise to tempt the banks to bring it out of 
their vaults, in order to purchase these bonds, be- 
cause the abstraction of sucha quantity would retard 
a resumption of specie payments, which all agreed in 
wishing to hasten. Would the hoards of individuals 
be brought out, and vested in these bonds? Perhaps 
they might, but they might more reasonably be 
expected to be enticed from their hiding places by 
Government securities. Even if the bonds should 
be thus sold, the currency of the country would 
remain just as it now is, and no facility be afforded 
for domestic exchanges, which was one great object 
of the present bill. ‘Treasury notes would be a 
valuable addition to the existing circulating medium, 
because they would enable remittances to be made 
from one part of the country to another. The 
plan of the gentleman from Massachusetts, on 
the contrary, just left things as they were 
without moving a single inch towards the 
relief of the mercantile community. But tt 
had been said that these bonds might be 
sent to England, and sold there, and_ the 
specie brought here. This might be true. 
He would pass over the delay which must beex- 
perienced in the remittance, sale, and importation 
of the specie, in order to call the attention of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to the singular si- 
tuation in which this proposal placed him. Gene- 
ral Jackson had been severely censured by the op- 
position with interrupting the course of commerce, 
and forcing exchange, by causing large importa- 
tions of specie; and here was a proposition to do 
the same thing, except as to amount. ‘The only 
difference was, that General Jackson imported 
thirty millions, and the gentleman proposed to im- 
port six. He was actaally treading in the footsteps 
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fGen. Jackson. But what would be the conse- 
of such an importation? The Bank of Eng- 

4 had become alarmed before, when it found its 

jon redaced from eight millions sterling to be- 
- n three and four, and had taken vigorous mea- 
- to prevent further loss, by discountenancing 
rian bills and lowering the price of cotton, the 
sequence of which was a necessity of shipping 
“ ie from the United States. It had now re- 

‘ed its usual amount, and the price of exchange 
e oradually falling. But the sudden abstraction 
= ‘million sterling from London, could not do 
siher wise than reproduce the alarm which had now 
absided, or was subsiding, and thus we should 
have fresh trouble. But the gentleman from Mas- 
achusetts had also said, that the Secretary might 
jaw bills of exchange upon the proceeds of these 
ponds, and thus bring down exchange. True, this 
wuld be done; and he would concur cheerfully 
with the gentleman in any measure which could 
restore the par of exchange, and at the same time 
relieve our people from their domestic difficulties: 
Bat when the bills were sold, the same question 
arose as about the bonds. In what was payment 
ibe received? It must of course be in specie, and 
nothing would be added to the currency as a means 
of making remittances from one State to another. 
This was the great advantage which the present 
pill possessed Over the amendment, and he should 
iherefore adhere to the bill. 

Mr. TOUCEY contended that the bill under 
consideration was well adapted to the wants of the 
country, and well caleulated to afford relief to the 
Government and the people; and that, if we attempt- 
eito draw the money from the deposite banks 
while they owe the Government, it will force them 
to press their creditors, and add to the distress of 
thecommunity. The country stood in the relation 
of creditor to the banks and the merchants, and it 
was its duty to deal with them in such manner as 
to afferd the greatest relief to them. In relation to 
sending bonds abroad, he must sy that he felt a 
great repugnance to sending them into a foreign 
market, to raise money upon them to carry on the 
operations @f the Government; besides, if they 
were sent abroad, it would have the effect of in- 
increasing our foreign debt, which now presses so 
heavily upon us. He supported the bill at some 
length, and answered the arguments of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts in relation to the eonsti- 
tutionality of the measure. 

Mr. BELL said he had some remarks to make 
upon the bill, but he would decline doing so, if gen- 
llemen were disposed now to take the questigg on 
the amendments; he would not stand in the way of 
the question being taken. After that, however, he 
desired to have the opportunity of addressing the 
House on the merits of the bill, and would then 
move to strike out the enacting clause for that 


purpose. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentle- 
man to allow the question to be taken on the 
amendment, and on the engrossment of the bill; 
and then he would have the opportunity of discuss- 
ing the whole merits of the bill on its third reading. 

After a few remarks by Mr. WISE, the question 
was taken on the admendment of Mr. RHETT, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be autho- 

nzed to sell and transfer to the purchaser or pur- 
chasers the bonds or evidences of debt exccuted by 
the president, directors, and company of the Bank 
ofthe United States of Pennsylvania, for and in 
¢ onsideration of the stock held by the United States 
in the late Bank of the United States, and to apply 
the money arising from such sale and transfer, in 
payment of any demands upon the Treasury: Pro- 
vided, however, That no sale and transfer of said 
bonds or evidences of debt shall be made for a 
€sssum than the nominal amount of said bonds 
or evidences of debt, exclusive of interest.” 

Mt. WHITTLESEY of Ohio called for the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of this amendment; which 
Were ordered. 

Mr. PATTON then suggested an amendment to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, which he hoped the 
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was a provision directing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to draw drafts on the deposite banks for the 
balances due the Government in favor of public 
creditors ; directing the Secretary also to receive 
such drafts in payment of all dues to the Govern- 
ment. He explained his object to be to prevent the 
issue of Treasury notes, except in cases of very 
great emergency. He thought this to be the pro- 
per course of proceeding, and took it to be extraor- 
dinary that the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means should not have brought forward 
a proposition of this kind, when, on a late occasion, 
at the time a war with France was expected, that 
gentleman had brought forward a proposition to 
sell the stock in the Bank of the United States. 
Now, however, the gentleman had left this propo- 
sition to be brought forward by a friend of the 
Ban ‘ ofthe United States. He went into an argu- 
met  ‘isome lergth in support of the proposition 
heh «brought to the notice of the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD accepted of the gentleman's 
amendment as a modifieation. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. The gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Patton) had referred to a period 
some years since, when the country was upon the 
eve, or supposed by some of us to be on the eve, 
of a French war, when an amount of money was 
due from the Bank of the United States, and which 
money the Committee on Foreign Affairs at that 
time (the same being actually due, and not then 
converted into bonds) supposed might be applied to 
the public emergency. 

The gentleman had expressed great surprise that 
a friend of that bank should make this proposition 
now, and that Mr. C. and others, who were so 
much opposed to the bank, should oppose it. Now 
he had attributed to that gentleman a little more 
sagacity. He did not suppose that any gentleman 
opposed to the Bank of the United States would 
wish to adopt a proposition which, if adopted, 
would compel them to alter the title of the bill un- 
der consideration, and make it read, “a bill for the 
benefit of the Bank of the United States.” 

What was the proposition but to sell the bonds 
of the bank, with the endorsement of the United 
States upon their back; thereby making them, 
in effect, the bonds of the United States?) And that 
the gentleman called “ a divorce and separation of 
this Government from the Bank of the United 
States!’? They were to endorse the bonds of that 
bank, and then go into the market as merchants 
and sell them, with the endorsement of the United 
States upon them. We might with equal proprie- 
ty dispose of the merchants’ bonds in the same man- 
ner. 

What, then, would be the next operation? Why, 
that the Bank of the United States would itself indi- 
rectly buy them. Where were six millions of dol- 
lars to be raised? Was there any capitalist in this 
country, or any association of eapitalists, or any 
institution, except the bank of the United States, 
that could, at the present crisis, purchase this stock? 
There was not. The bank would have no com- 
petitor, and would itself purchase her bonds, 
not directly, but by an agent, who would pay for 
them by drafts on some banker in London, aided, 
perhaps, by the Bank of England. They would 
be transmitted to London, and the bank Wonld 
realize an immense profit by the operation. Mr. 
C. had no doubt that every friend of the bank upon 
that floor wonld vote for the proposition, since it 
would put at least $100,000 (more probably half a 
million) into the pockets of the stockholders of that 
institution. But how is it proposed to realize this 
amount? When is it to be paid—when, and what 
description of money? In the meantime, where 
were the Government debtors to procure money to 

pay their debts to the Government? Or where was 
the Gevernment itself to get the means of paying 
its current expenses in every quarter of the Union? 
Was any body to be benefitted by such an opera- 
tion? Nobody, but the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. C. said there were two extremes to this pro- 
position for supplying the Treasury with means. 
Before he would consent to put forth the bonds of 
the Bank of the United States with the endorse- 
ment of the Government upon them, and then 
send them through the agency of the bank itself 





gentleman yweuld accept as a modifieation, which {[ to England for disposal, he would infinitely prefer 
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at once an issue of Government stock. It would 
be degrading to this country to issue its credit in 
the form of an endorsement. Their credit was am- 
ply sufficient without any connection with that of 
the Bank of the United States. The proposition for 
stock was the extreme on one side. It would suit very 
well the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Fletcher.) It would suit very well the great 
capitalists of this country who wanted to make 
investments. To them it would give relief, very 
great relief, and profit too; but let him tell the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that the merchants 
who owe their bonds to the custom-house, and 
others who have debts due them from other States, 
would not thank the gentleman. Neither would 
merchants in the West and Southwest, and in the 
interior, thank the gentleman for substitating a 
stock in place of supplying them with a medium 
of remittance to their creditors im the Atlantic 
cities. An issue of stock was one extreme of the 
proposition. 

The other extreme was the propesition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Rhett,) to 
issue Treasury notes, without interest. Mr. C. 
spoke not then of the character of notes of 
that description—but in effect it was best fer 
our internal circulation. We had, however, 
bills before us, which would undoubtedly pass, 
postponing almost all our Treasury receipts till the 
next year. There was danger, therefore, that such 
notes would become depreciated. As Mr. C. said, 
when up before, he did not wish this Government 
to issue Treasury notes of any description, in any 
form whatsoever, liable to depreciation. There 
was already an outcry throughout the country 
against depreciated paper. We had too much of it 
now; and the evil would be augmented, if the credit 
of the Government should become depreciated. 
He was,anxious to guard against that event. For 
this reason, among others, he had therefore come 
to the coaclusion that it was better, taking all inte- 
rests Into consideration, to adopt the issue of Treae 
sury notes, bearing a moderate rate of interest. 

The beneficial effect of these notes would be felt 
from one end of the Union to the other. Take the 
southwestern country alone. They would be paid 
out for the expenses of the Fiorida war, and for 
other expenditures in the interior. This would 
enable the merchants, through them, to liquidate 
their debts in the Atlantic cities. When, in the form 
of remittances, they reach these points, they would 
be paid into the custom-houses, or remitted abroad. 
The amount issued in the northeast, either for 
expenditures or to raise means for the Treasury, 
would also be in part purchased for remittances 
abroad. But the two gentlemen from Massachu- 
tetts, (Messrs. Fletcher and Phillips,) or at least 
one of them, tell us that they will not be sent 
abroad; and why? Because the certificates were 
notin duplicate! Why, sir, are certificates of bank 
and State stocks, of which millions are remitted to 
Europe, issued in duplicate? But these Treasury 
notes were payable in twelve months, and could 
not therefore be negotiated. Sir, what have we 
seen within a few months past? Have we not 
seen the twelve months’ bonds of the United States 
Bank remitted to London and sold there? Nay, have 
we not even seen the bons of the Morris Canay 
company—an institution by the way not of the 
most unqeestionable credit—have we not seen 
even the bonds of that company remitted and sold 
abroad. Yes, sir, gentlemen tell us that five per 
cent. Treasury notes issued by the Government of 
the United States can not be remitted to discharge 
any portion of our foreign debt. 

In conclusion, Mr. C. said he did hope the House 
would adopt such a measure as would go to main- 
tain the credit of this Government, by authorizing 
the issue of Treasury notes with interest. The sale 
of the bonds might be very profitable to the Bank 
of the United States. The issue of a stuck might 
be advantageous to our banks and capitalists. The 
Treasury notes withont interest, would reiieve our 
internal trade from much embarrastment; but Trea- 
sury notes with interest, would essentially afford 
relief to every part of the Union, and aid in equal- 
izing our internal and external exchanges. 

Mr. THOMAS said he had not heard the objec- 
tions urged by others to the amendment of the gen- 
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tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Underwood,) and 
might, therefore, possibly offer considerations to the 
House similar to those that had been presented. If 
so, he should regret it; for he did not desire to ex- 
tend our sessions, and weary the patience of the 
House, by repeating argaments which had been 
submitted over and over again. He would prefer 
to be a silent spectator of the scene, whenever the 
reasons upon which his vote was to be hased had 
been assigned by other gentlemen in the debate. 
The amendment before the House presents 
two propositions to be decided. What are we 
about to do? Let a direct answer be given; 
there is no necessity for disguise. Congress is 
about to act for a people having intelligence 
enough to understand distinctly the position 
in which the country is placed, and patriotism to 
sanction and sustain any meast.es called for by 
the public interest. Gentlemen are deceived if 
they suppose that the true state of the Treasury is, 
or need be, made a mystery. The whole country 
knows’that the Secretary of the Treasury has not at 
command available means. It is not pretended 
however that the public money has been wasted 
or unwisely or illegally expended. It is where 
Congress ordered it, should be placed. But the 
holders- of this treasure, in violation of public 
law, and of their own solemn contracts, refuse to 
pay it in legal currency. ‘This being the case, mo- 
ney must be borrowed by the United States to com- 
ply with their engagements until the contracts of 
those selfish and refractory corporations have been 
enforced. This the amendment offered by the 
gentleman proposes to do, first, by authority of the 
Secretary, to issue drafts on the deposite banks. 
This measure, I had supposed, would not be 
offered again by any one who had witnessed a 
scene which could not have escaped theeattention 
of every member pre-ent. After the bill to post- 
pone the deposite of the fourth instalment under 
the act of 1836 was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, two members of the House, (one 
from Kentucky, and the other froin Louisiana,) 
who had opposed that bill in all its stages, pro- 
posed to postpone its final passage until after the 
House had disposed of the bill from the Senate 
giving indulgence to the deposite banks. They 
appeared to be suddenly seized by the conviction 
that there was an intimate connection between those 
two measures. This, sir, the President well knew 
when we assembled. Hence he recommended a post- 
ponement of the deposite. This, also the majority of 
this House well understood at the commencement of 
the session. Unless the Treasury was relieved 
from the obligation to make the deposite with the 
States, we foresaw that no indulgence whatever 
could be given to the deposite banks. The balances 
due by them to the United States must, in that 
event, have been immediately collected, or con- 
verted into funds that would be received at par by 
all the States, in exchange for their several bonds, 
or certificates of deposite. Hence we, the majority 
of the House, struggled day after day to pass the 
bill postponing the deposite of the fourth instal- 
ment, and we have succeeded; I regret to 
add, sir, without the aid of many gentle- 
men representing States in which deposite 
banks are located, having a large amount 
of public money due from them to the United 
States, and due to them by the people of those 
Siates. Now sir, is there the slightest reason for 
supposing that the majority of this House will 
change their purpose. We have relieved the Trea- 
sury of the United States from the onerous respon- 
sibility, that we might indulge the deposite banks, 
and enable them to indu'ge in turn their debtors. 
When ilie bill for that purpose comes up for conside- 
ration, those who voted for the bill to postpone the 
deposite, will vote to give time to the banks, and 
to these (judging from the scene to which I have 
referred) ‘will be added a large proportion of mem- 
bers who have impeded the progress of the law 
which has passed. They will not refuse, 1 
predict, confidently, to accept for their constitn- 
ents the ‘advantages which Congress can now 
conveniently offer. But there can be no necessity 
for this detail. There is not an inte!ligent member 
of this House who doubts about the passage of a 
Jaw to give time to the deposite banks, Aso the 









extent of time to be given, there are, and will be, 
different opinions. 
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But time will be granted. This 
being kuown, of what value are all those tabalar 


statements which gentlemen have exhibited to the 


| of the bonds of the banks. 
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House and to the country, showing the amount of 
money in those banks?) These columns of figures 
serve but to obscure a question otherwise clear of 
all serious difficulty. We intend, by law, to re- 
lease the banks from all obligation to pay any part 
of the money at this time. We intend, in effect, to 
pass this money out of the Treasury, and give abso- 
lute control over it to the directors of the banks 
fur a limited time, and to receive im lieu there- 
Has not then this 
ITouse passed several weeks in a most unprofitable 
debate, intended to determine precisely the amount 
of these funds?) We are looking for available 


| means in the Treasury now, at this lime, not next 


year; and gentlemen who undertake to aid the 
House in its deliberation, go off into a labyrinth of 
fizures to determine the amount of a fund which 


| all admit will not be in the Treasury when this 


Honse adjourns. I have considered this debate in 


| a great degree—with unfeigned respect for the able 
| gentlemen who have participated in it 1 say so—a 


useless and unprofitable consumption of precious 
hours. If gentlemen who have opposed the mea- 
sures recommended by the administration, had pro- 
posed to deposite with the States the bonds we are to 
receive from the deposite banks, [could have compre- 
hended fully whatthey were at. And if they would 
now submit a motion to amend the bill before us, so 
asto authorize the use of the bonds we are to receive 
from the banks, to pay the debts of the Govern- 
ment, this object would be direct and easy to be 
understood by the country. Instead of this, we 
have had preposition after proposition, requiring 
the Treasurer to issue drafts for funds which we all 
know will not be subject to draft after we shail 
have passed, as we will pass, the bills before us. 
These movements may satisfy a small, a very 
small portion of the people; but the great mass 
of the community ean not but condemn any 
attempt to leave the Government without other 
means to comply with the public engagements but 
Treasury drafts, that we know will not be paid, and 
which we, by law, intend to say shall not be paid, on 
demand. Such a proceeding would be ridiculous in 
in the extreme. We all know that the drafts of the 
Treasurer, heretofore issued, have been dishonored 
by the banks, and protested for non-payment. We 
know, too, that these drafts are in the market be- 
low the value of gold and silver, the standard by 
which all legal tenders, in payment of debts, is to 
be tested. Woulktl it not, under such circumstan- 
ces, be discreditable to Congress to adjourn with- 
out providing better means than depreciated Trea- 
sury drafis to pay tke debts of the people of the 
United States? 

Mr. BOULDIN addressed the House at some 
length, in support of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, (Mr. Underwood ;) when, 

On motion of Mi. BOND, 

The House adjourned. 





Messrs. Buair ano Rives: 

You are respectfully requested to state in your 
paper, that the undersigned, having been casually 
absent when the question was taken this moraing 
on the resolution © that it is inexpedient to charter 
a national bank,” would, if they had been present, 
have voted in the affirmative. Yours, etc. 


Ropert McCietian, Jonn Cnaney, 
Henry Vatt, Henry A. Foster, 
Amasa J. Parker, R. Boon, 
Joun J. DeGrarr, A. P. Grant, 
JosepnH WEEKS, Isaac H. Bronson. 
James FarRincTon, 

October 5, 1837. 





Correction.—In the short sketch which we 
gave yesterday of the remarks of Mr. Tillinghast, 
in his speech on the Mississippi election, he is re- 
ported to have said, that “There (in Rhode Island) 
the Legislature provided for the case of an eailier 
election of representatives,” etc. This was an 
error in reporting. Mr. Tillinghast’s statement 
was, that such a provision was there deemed to be 
properly and exclusively a subject for legislative ac- 










tion, and that a bill providing for an e3 






















for the election than that ordained by the enna aod 
law, was moved and considered, though it di ,° ce ah 
prevail. an 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES woul 
Fripay, October 6, 1837. op 
Mr. HAYNES withdrew the motion to recy oot 
sider the resolution in relation to the explorin ~ man if 
pedition. 8 et BB ciateme 
Mr. THOMAS asked the general consent of the we 
House to take up the bill to continue in force cer o° te 
tain laws to the: close of the next session of Con. —. 
gress. oan 
Mr. WISE inguired what laws were inteniej fi oe 
be continued. * sas 4 
Mr. THOMAS, after some explanations, nove MM o 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole {ror the eo 
further consideration of this bill, with a view to ‘pa a 
have it taken up and acted upen in the Hou. er 
which motion was agreed to; and the bill havinc Ml commi 
been read by the Clerk, 7 Gel ; 
Mr. BRIGGS moved to recommit the bill i the Carns 


Commiitee on the Judiciary, with instructions 
report the titles to the bills to be continued in fore. 
which motion was disagreed to. ’ 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossei, ay; 
read a third time to-day. 
_Ata subsequent stage of the proceedings, ihp 
bill was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. WISE and Mr. MORGAN, on leave, prs 

sented petitions. 

{Mr. Wise presented a memorial of suniy 
ladies and gentlemen, of Halifax county, in tip 

State of Virginia, praying Congress to provide gyi. 
able husbands, at the national expense, for all { 
male petitioners upon the subject of slavery; ther 
by giving their minds a direction caleulated to male 
them good matrons, and averting the evils wi 
which the priesthood and fanaticism of the easten 
States threaten the people of the south.] 
INQUIRY IN RELATION TO THE FLORIDA WAR, 

The House then proceeded to the unfinished by. 
siness of the morning hour, which was the consi. 
ration of the following resolution, submitted by 
Mr. Wise on the 19th of September: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointe! 
by ballot to inquire into the cause of the Floriks 
war,and into the causes of the delays and failurs, 
and the expenditures which have attended the pn 
secution of that war, and into the manner of is 
conduct, and the facts of its history generally; tha 
the said committee have power to send for persus 
and papers, and that it have power to sit in te 
recess, and that it make report to the next sessioa 
of Congress. 

Mr. GLASCOCK had moved to amend the fore 
going resolution, by striking out all after the worl 
“resolved,” and insert the following: 

“That a select committee be appointed to inguin 
into the cause of the Florida war, and the causes! 
the extraordinary delays and failures, and the e 
penditures which have attended the prosecution i 
the same, and all the facts connected with its his 
ry generally; and that said committee have pore! 
to send fer persons and papers.” 

The question immediately pending, was the me 
tion of Mr. Howarp to strike out the words “ thi 
a select committee be appointed,” and insert “th! 
the Committee on Military Affatrs be instructed.” 

Mr. LOOMIS, of New York, who was occu} 
ing the floor when this subject was last up, a 
interrupted by the orders of the day, resumed ls 
remarks, and said: That, when this matter ™ 
last under consideration, he had commenced sot 
observations in vindication of his predeces 
(Abijah Mann, jr.) from the censures cast Up" 
him by the gentleman from Virginia. He b# 
characterized the attack made upon his predecess" 
six months after occurrences had transpired, 2 
when the circumstances of the parties had enlitt! 
changed, as extraordinary, and, in his view, ent" 
ly unjustifiable, and he was about proceeding, ¥# 
interrupted, to show that no censure could be # 
puted to his predecessor, even from the statem 
of the gentleman from Virginia himself. He 
well aware that he might leave the character of * 
predecessor to its own vindication wherever It ® 
known, and if he had not some observations Wi 
he wished to submit on ahother branch of thes 
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have said more than was perhaps necessary to say 
upon it. 

With respect to the resolution and the amend- 
ment before the Hous-, there was one part of it 
which Mr. L. considered objectionable. It was that 
part which gave to the proposed committee power 
to send for persons and papers. This was a high 
power which this House possessed, and which, in 
his opinion, ought never to be entrusted to a com- 
niittee, except in cases of clear necessity. No such 
necessity was shown in this case. It was a power 
ver} liable to abuse; and though it was not to be 
expected that a committee of the House would 





Sting et, and more directly pertaining to its merits, he 
L noe snould have contented himself to let this matter rest 

here it Was, afler so long a lapse of time; but he 

gould show, ina few words, that no censure was 
imputable to the majority of that committee, or the 
iqdividuals whe had been designated. The gentle- 
‘Con. ME jan fram Virginia had prefaced his charges by a 
ge.  atement, made with all the emphasis of manner 
‘ ‘hich peculiarly distinguish his remarks, by an- 
the HMMM nouncing to the Ffouse that he was about to make 
‘cer ME, statement never before communicated to this 
Con. House or to the country, and the substance of that 

communication was, the manner in which the re- 




































ed to rts of the majority and minority of that commit- |} sanction any abuse, yet he thought that prudence 

we had been made up. And how was it? Why, |} dictated to the House to reserve to itself these ex- 
ovel HM sir, stripped of its coloring, and stated in brief || traordinary powers, unless a case of necessity was 
1 the HM space, it was, 1 sum and substance, that the mem- |} presented. It would be time enough to grant such 
A. vers of the majority had furnished their chairman |] a power when a committee should inform the 
use; MB ihe individual of their party first named on the |} House that they had sought information of some 
Ving HM committee—with their separate views, to be embo- || person who had refused to disclose it. Does any 


jie into a report, and Mr. Mann had, in addition, 


, " c one doubt but that the Secretary.of War would 
D the furnished his notes of the proceedings and evidence 


disclose any fact or circumstance within his know- 


of before the committee; and this chairman of the ma- |} Jedge, that a committee might require, without 
ice; HMM jority, instead of performing the labor of embodying || being called up asa witness, and sworn? Or would 

these views in the form of a report, had entrusted |} any officer in the service refuse to answer any 
ani HM them totheir clerk, to be arranged and reduced to |} communication froma committee? The resolution 


form. Now this was the whole substance of the 
the HP charge announced to the House with so much 
solemnity, and upon which the answer imputed by 
pit the gentleman was grounded. Was there any thing 
censurable or extraordinary in this? was there any 
ndry thing which should call down the indignation of 


before the House embraced a wide range. It 
would be almost matter of necessity, under it, to 
seek jnformation from the officers now engaged in 
carrying on that war. The commanding general 
and all his officers would, by this resolution, be 
subject to be called here to testify before this com- 


the MME this House, or of the community, as might be in- |} mittee. 

“ui B® ferred from the remarks made by the gentleman This war had already undergone several partial 
fe from Virginia? investigations before courts martial and courts of 
ws The offence particularly imputed’ to his prede- || inquiry. A great amount of evidence had been 
hake cessor, was that he had actually furnished the taken relating to it, and large sums expended— 
- notes he had taken of the proceedings, asa mem- |] thousands upon thousands—in eliciting facts. There 
er 


ber of the committee, to assist in making out the 


: was now no charge of any concealment by any 
report of the commiittee. 


person; and he (Mr L..) was averse to instituting a 


te (Mr. Wise interrupted Mr. L. and said that || tribunal to try the comparative merits of the seve- 
a was ndt the pith of the charge against the gentle- || ral officers who had been engaged in that service. 
br man’s predecessor. The charge was that he de- ||} The difficulties attending the prosecution of that 
nied that he knew the contents of the report, until || war, and which had produced so much delay and 
nted it was read in the committee; and Mr. Pearce || expenditure, had been explained by several gentle- 
ria himself had said it was Mr. Mann who furnished || men in this very debate. We had been told of the 
es, the offensive matter for the report. The charge |} great extent of wilderness—of the swamps and 
pi against the gentleman’s predecessor was that he || eyerglades, impenetrable to the whites, in which the 
fits was guilty of falsehood. ] ' ’ savages concealed themselves. We had been told 
that Mr. Loomis resumed, and said from the esti- of the difficulty of transporting the necessaries of 
¥018 mation in which the character of Mr. Pearce ap- || war, and above all, of the sickly and unwholesome 
ie peared to be held by the gentleman from Virginia, climate. 
om as exhibited in his former remarks, he should These were, doubtless, the true causes; but he, 
haglly suppose that he (Mr. W.) would introduce Mr. L. was not averse to an investigation, but he 
Ore him (Mr. Pearce) as a witness against any one. preferred it should be in the ordinary mode, and 
ne [Mr. Wise: Well I do confess I would not by the Military Committee, as moved by the gen- 
place much reliance on Dutee J. Pearce.]} tleman from Maryland. 
ui Mr. Loomis resumed; he did not understand the Mr. L. concluded by moving to strike out that 
6 of gentleman from Virginia, either formerly or now, to part-of the resolution which gives power to send 
el say that Mr. Pearce toid him that Mr. Mann for persons and papers. 
of knew the contents of the majority raport; but he The CHAIR said this amendment would not 
sto understood it that the gentleman inferred that fact now be in order, until the amendment pending was 
ret from the circumstance that Mr. Pearce told him |} disposed of. 
that Mr. Mann furnished the notes from which ihe Mr. GLASCOCK then modified his amendment, 
M0 offensive matter was taken. If he was mistaken by inserting the following, “‘except such as may be 
hs inthis, he desired to be corrected and set right. || engaged at the time in the service.” 
hat The testimony did justify the inference, and he Mr. WISE suggested to the gentleman that as 
- could see no impropriety whatever in that circum- || the House was to adjourn on Monday week, that 
pi stance; he considered it the duty of every member |} the committee should have power to set during the 
ant of the committee to give his views to the member recess, and net have the investigation confined to 
hs who drew up the report, and to furnish his notes of || ten days. 
wis the proceedings also, if use could be made of them. Mr. GLASCOCK replied that it would be con- 
me It had appeared that the majority had not signed tinued at the regular session of Congress. 
st the report as drawn, but had amended it by striking Mr. WISE cared nothing about this investiga- 
poe out parts of it, to make it meet the concurring tion. The moment an attempt was made to enter 
hed views of the six individuals who composed that upon an investigation, the old disposition is mani- 
sf majority. This was to have been expected, and {| fested by the party in power. The leopard would 
an the report of the minority shared no better fate. || as soon change his spots as this party change its 
vf That was drawn by the gentleman from Virginia || disposition. It still comes up and hides the 
i himself, and his colleagues had declined signing it, || abuses and corruptions of the Government; and it is 
he as he understood the gentleman to say; and finally || now even transcending the course it pursued at the 
» the gentleman from Virginia alone, being the mi- || last session. The whole investigation of the whole 
2 hority of the minority, and one out of the nine, of the Executive departments was then thrown 
re had drawn up and signed his report alone. |} upon one committee, and but two months given 
: This report the gentleman had informed the House || then to cleawse the Augean stable; and now it was 
he wrote with his own hand, and crossed the || proposed to commit an investigation of a matter 
é, ’s and dotted the i’s himself, and he (Mr. L.) pre- || which had taken up three years in i's prosecution, 
ny sumed that he agreed to it unanimously. and was from a thousand to fifteen hundred miles 


I have done with this branch of the subject, and || distance, toa committee, and only ten days allowed 





for the investigation. 
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He believed the investigation 
would lead to no good, but would be productive of 
much evil, from the manner in which it would be 
conducted; as all these investigations were so mana- 
ged as to fortify and strengthen the Government in its 
abuses. Mr. W. then brought to the notice of the 
House a letter he had received from an assistant 
surgeon of the army, detailing a transaction in re- 
lation to the conduct of an agent of the Govern- 
ment, who made an arrangement with the clerk of 
a steamboat, on one of the rivers in Alabama, by 
which the Government was defrauded out of $400. 
After the reading of the letters, Mr. W. made some 
farther remarks in relation to the manner in which 
investigations were prosecuted. 

Mr. HOWARD said that he would not have 
troubled the House with any further observations 
upon the amendment which he had submitted, if it 
had not been that he wished distinctly to say to the 
House and the nation, that it was not his wish to 
smother investigation into either the causes or con- 
duct of the Florida war. On the contrary, he 
thought that the members of any committee to 
which the inquiry might be sent would not do their 
duty to the House, the country, or themselves, un- 
less they gave the freest scope to the examination, 
regardless of the persons upon whom the censure 
might fall, if any censure was due, and influenced 
solely by a spirit of strict justice and impartiality to 
all. Having said this, he had a right to expect, 
and did expect, from the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise,) that upon whomsoever else he might 
cast the imputation of desiring to stifle inquiry, he 
would exempt him (Mr. H.) from being included 
in it. 








When the resolution was under consideration 
some two weeks ago, the gentleman from Tennes- 
see (Mr. Bell) had made some statements which ap- 
peared tc be strong arguments in favor of sending 
the subject to the Military Committee. Perhaps 
the House had forgotten the debate which then took 
place, although they seldom forgot any thing which 
that gentleman said. The disappearance of resolu- 
tions from before the eye of the House, and sudden 
reappearance ata distant day, was a great practi- 
cal inconvenience. According to his classic remi- 
niscences, there was somewhere in Greece a river 
which plunged under grcund, and started up, to 
the surprise of those to whom it unexpectedly 
she wed its current, far away from the place of its 
submersion. It was just so with some of our reso- 
lvtions. The honorable gentleman from Tennes- 
see had said that we had the skeleton of en army, 
but that it was not filled up. 


Mr. BELL said that the fact which he stated 
was this. that when a lieutenant of a company fell 
in action, the command devolved upon a sergeant, 
and that there appeared to be a deficiency in the 
number of officers on duty there. 


Mr. HOWARD said that he had so understood 
the gentleman, and would use that fact to show 
the propriety of referring this subject to the 
Military Committee, because that committe could, 
and doubtless would, urge upon the House a bill 
which had been reported every year since he had 
been in Congress, and the necessity for which was 
fully shown by the Florida war. He alluded to a 
bill establishing a corps of engineers, det.ched 
altogether from duty in the line. Every body 
knew that a general order had beep issued last 
winter, recalling officers of the army (rom engineer 
duty and directing them to repair to their respective 
regiinents. The services of those officers acting as 
engineers were very useful to the country, and the 
pressing demands for them fiom all quarters had 
caused their absence, on furlough, from their posts 
in line. The experience of the Florida war 
showed the absolute necessity of separating the 
two arms of service. Such a measure would, of 
itself, be of great service to the organization of the 
army. But there were probably other improve- 
ments which might be proposed, after a minute 
examination into the manner in which the war had 
been carried on. He desired to attain some prac- 
tical good, instead of having merely a barren 
inquiry, and, therefore, was in favor of referring 
the matter to a committee which could report bills 
in the discharge of its regular duty, instead of 
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stopping with a resolution either censuring or not 
censuring some officer of the Government. 

Mr. GLASCOCK regretted that it became his 
duty again to address the House on this subject; 
but, as he had thought proper to move an amend- 
ment to the original resolution, and in consequence 
of remarks made to-day, he felt it to be his duty to 
do so. Itseemed now, from the remarks of the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) that he evin- 
ces a great indifference from that heretofore evinced 
by him in relation to the disposition to be made of 
the resolution offered by him; and he seems to 
think that there is no disposition on the part of the 
majority of the Honse to Zo into the investigation 
proposed. Sir, (said Mr. G.) that gentleman must 
see entirely different from himself,if he has recently 
discovered any thing like a disposition to evade 
this question. He had expressed himself on a for- 
mer occasion in favor of this inquiry, and he was 
still desirous that it should be had. He felt it to 
be due to all the officers in the army who have been 
engaged in that unfortunate war—he felt it due to 
the Government, and he felt it due to the people of 
the country—and whatever disposition the gentleman 
now feel disposed to make of this question, he 
hoped the majority of the House would maintain 
its original intention to carry out the investigation. 
His object in not wishing the committee to sit dur- 
ing the recess, was to save as much as possible 
the country from the expenses already incur- 
red in the prosecution of that war, particularly 
when all the ends of all parties asking this investi- 
gation could be attained without it. Ithas been 
truly and justly remarked by the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Howard,) that there are weighty 
and important documents, which will occupy the 
attention of the members of the committee, 
which may be appointed at this time, during 
the recess, which will give them the opportu- 
nity of ferming correct opinions in relation 
to the matter, and enable them to proceed 
promptly to the execution of their duty at the 
next session of Congress. But what astonished 
him most was, to find the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) reading letters and documents to the 
House for the purpose of forestalling public opi- 
nion in relation to this inquiry. Mr. G. confessed 
that this was pursuing a course which he had been 
taught from the commencement of his political life, 
in all transactions, studiously to avoid. He had 
been taught that, whenever an investigation was 
to be had where it was expected that all the testi- 
mony would be brought to bear upon every point, 
it was improper to forestall public opimion, and 
produce a prejudice in the public minds, by intro- 
ducing evidence in advance, and sending it forth to 
the country. 

Mr. WISE said this was very different ground 
from that taken by the gentleman’s party last ses- 
sion, when it was insisted on that specific charges 
should be made against the Executive Departments 
before acommittee should be asked for to investi- 
gate them. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said this was not the first time 
that the party to which he belonged had been re- 
ferred to. As for himself, he was only responsible 
for his own acts; and the gentleman would do him 
the justice to say, that he was among the first to 
advocate the investigation then asked for. He 
stood almost alone in the first instance in favor of 
the inguiry. 

* Mr. WISE would do the gentleman the justice 
to say that he did; but at that time he was not ex- 
actly recognised as one of the party. 

Mr. GLASCOCK replied, that, whether he was 
considered as one of the party or not, no man in 
his section of country ever doubted where he stood 
mn relation to the prominent measures of General 
Jackson's administration. No man ever donbted 
that; even his political enemies never doubted it; 
or, if they did, no act of his life authorized it, and 
it was gratuitous on their pari. But to proceed to 
the question before the House: he confessed, so far 
as the resolution was concerned, the true and pro- 
per course, in his judgment, would be to adopt the 
amendment he had submitted. He differed from 
the gentleman from Maryland as to the manner in 
which this committee should be appointed, anc as ; 
to what committee the matter should be referred 
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to. In his opinion, the true course of policy was, 
that a select committee should be appointed by the 
Chair, and he again repeated, that if the commit- 
tee was to effect any practicable good, it should be 
so constituted as to have the confidence of the peo- 
ple of the country. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see had opposed the appointment of political parti- 
sans on the committee, amd had intimated 


that he (Mr. G.) seemed to wish it. This, 
however, was not the proper inference to 
draw from his remarks. He was as mypch 


opposed to having political partisans on 
the committee as the gentleman himself, but he 
desired to have it so constituted as to embrace 
men of some weight of character, and to be 
composed of men who would do justice to all the 
interests concerned. He wished to see the rights 
of all the officers who were engaged in that service 
protected, and the investigation to be conducted in 
such manner as to be of some practical benefit; 
and with this view he had submitted the amend- 
ment now under consideration. 

Sir, said Mr. G. the situation in which I stand to 
the ex-President of the United States, will not per- 
mit me to pass over in silence the bitter denuncia- 
tions which have been uttered against him on this 
floor by gentlemen of the opposition. My attach- 
ment for him was formed atan early period of 
my life, under peculiar circumstances, and themost 
trying scenes, and it gives me pleasure to say, that 
there are but few acts of his whole life, either civil 
or military, which has not served to increase, rather 
than to diminish that attachment. But to what 
source shall I trace this violent opposition to him? 
the bitter invectives which have been heaped upon 
him, emanating from the most bitter feelings. 
Sir, to his hostility to the Bank of the United 
States; to the veto which he stamped upcn the 
bill rechartering that institution in 1832; be- 
cause he had the moral courage to effect that which 
his friendsin this House failed te effeet; because he 
threw himself in the breach, and armed with the vir- 
tue and integrity of the people, and sustained by the 
Constitution, grappled with the monster, and tri- 
umphantly overthrew it. This, sir, “is the head 
and front of all his offending,” and to this eause 
alone may be traced the vindictive feelings ef his 
adversaries. But, sir, we hail that act as the 
greatest in his political career; one that has covered 
him with glory, and one that will serve. to perpetu- 
ate his name and his memory, even if unconrécted 
with any other act of his life. Sir, the eharacter 
of Andrew Jackson is the property of his country; 
his services are too well known to that courtry not 
to be appreciated; they have secured to him the 
affections of the people, which the combinations of 
his enemies can never deprive him of. 

Permit me (said Mr. G.) here to state, that he was 
in hopes he would not have found it necessary to 
vindicate the character of one needing no vindica- 
tion; but my feelings, under the circumstances, 
could not and can not be controlled. I listened 
with pain and regret to the uncalled for and un- 
qualified abuse of him. ‘I heard much declama- 
tion without argument,” and the foulest charges 
without proof, and especially from one from whom 
it was but little expected. I mean the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cushing,) who spoke 
in relation to the Florida war, and who pro- 
nounced that war as one of the damning sins 
of the Government, and a foul blot on the Ameri- 
can character; this, too, before an investigation 
was had, thereby prejudging the case, and charging 
it home upon General Jackson. Better things 
were expected from that quarter. For my part, I 
have always listened to him with the greatest 
pleasure. His arguments have generally been 
respectful and able, and free from personal abuse; 
but, in the present case, he has wandered from his 
usual course, and I envy him not the position he 
eccupied on that occasion. Many others have 
been lavish of their abuse of the ex-President and 
of his measures; but I shall not stop specially to 
reply to them. I feel no disposition to do’so, as it 
will be an unnecessary consumption of the time of 
this House, but must invoke the pardon of the 
House for making a general, fire ,at,‘the” whole 
flock, and tell them that the numerous squibs they 
have fired will have about as much effeet upon the 
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character of Andrew Jaekson before the people 
this nation, as the firing of pop-guns would cz 
upon the rigging of the splendid Pennsylvania. 

Sir, said (Mr. G.) that venerable patriot ney, 
expected, and never asked forgiveness at the iok 
of his enemies. He knew he had incurred th : 
eternal displeasure. He never expected shies 
from those whose pride and pleasure had ber, 
to embitter his declining years, whose obje : 
were to thwart the views of his administration 
every prominent measure, to triumph in the i 
fortunes of their Government, to rejoice in the de. 
tresses of the people, and to prevent as far as possi 
ble the relief of those distresses, with a view to the 
overthrow of the administration, and to ride them. 
selves into power in the midst of these distreseec 
[n conclusion, sir, and as the time advances when it 
is expected he will make his final exit “to that bourne 
from whence no traveller returns,” and as the time 
approaches when we may expect to hear “tha, 
he has slept the sleep of death,” and Closed 
his earthly career, I wish to be permitted t) 
say to those influenced by such feelings, anj 
controlled by such motives, looking as he does to 
his courtry’s goed, he has never been inclined to 
hold communion with, or extend to them the hanj 
of fellowship. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here called for the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentlemen would with. 
draw the motion to permit him to address a few 
remarks to the House. 

The question being taken, the House refused to 
proceed to the orders of the day—ayes 84 noes 96. 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the reference of this sub. 
ject to the Military Committee: first on the ground 
that out of nine members of which that coramittee 
was composed, eight of them to use the langage of 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) were the 
friends of power; and second, because only one of 
the nine came from the States north and west of 
Virginia. 

He was also opposed to leaving the selection of 
the committee to the Chair, and adduced and read 
eopious extracts from the journals, during the pre- 
sidency of the present Speaker, in support of the 
point to show that such an appointment ought not 
to be committed to him. 

Mr. A. was in favor of the appointment by bal: 
lot, or to secure the appointment of such a commi' 
tee, the majority of whom would be favorable to 
the investigation. He earnestly called upon the 
House to follow out this practice, a practice which 
had always prevailed in the British parliament. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then passed to the orders of the day. 

DEPOSITE BANKS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the balances of public 
money remaining in the deposite banks; which, ou 
motion of Mr. SMITH, was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” as reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, 

The question pending, was on agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. UNDERWOOD, as modified 
by the amendment of Mr. PATTON (given in 
another column.) 

Mr. BOND ressed the House in support of 
the amendment, and in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. McKIM denied that the sale of the United 
States Bank bonds would bring an immediate sup- 
ply of money into the Treasury; for, in the first 
place, there must, at least, be a delay of four or 
five months expended in the negotiation, at a pro- 
bable loss ‘vo of from four to six per cent. and 
then the Government wonld be likely to get in 
return only bank notes. He was not unfriendly 
towards any banks; but it should be borne i 
mind that the Secretary of the Treasury could not 
pay out bank notes; they would be useless to the 
Treasury. ‘ 

Another consideration was, that the bonds give? 
by the bank wepe for two millions each, an amvut! 


that would be inconvenient to negotiate in London, 
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snd how did they know that the bank would con- 
git to divide them up into bonds of a smaller 
“we, say for a thousand dollars each? He appre- 
pended that it woald not only interfere with the 
arrangements of the bank, both here and in Lon- 
jon. but that it would be found to be against their 
interest to do sO. 

Again, in point of economy, there would be 
aving by the issue of Treasury notes. How? 
Why, the United States Bank bonds -bore an inte- 
rest of Six per cent. whereas the Treasury notes 
would not, probab'y, bear a higher rate than three 
or four, or, at the utmost, five per cent. The 
saving would be the difference between those two 
rates of interest on several millions of dollars— 
no slight consideration. 

Again, there would be a probable loss on the 
sale of the bonds from their par value, of from five 
io six per cent. for, by the latest advices from the 
Eoglish money market United States Bank bonds 
wereat 94 or 95 there. This too, was indepen- 
jent of the exchange, whatever it might be, and 
the commission or expenses of negotiation. 

Another objection he had to the amendment was, 
that it would be disreputable to the character and 
credit of the Government to be selling its securities 
in the market. The same objection would also 
apply on the part of the bank itself, for she, no 
more than merchants, would like to see her liabili- 
ties hawked about for sale. Moreover, the United 
States would have to endorse the bonds before they 
could be negotiated at all; and he was indisposed 
to place the Government in so disreputable a posi- 
tion. 

Now, what would be the effect of the Treasury 
notes?’ Why, they would be equal to so much gold 
and silver thrown out among the community, for 
they would, when out, be received by the Govern- 
ment, in payment of dues, as gold and silver, and 
the creditors of the Government would gladly take 
them as snch, as they could readily pass them as 
such, because they would be sought after by the 
importing merchant to pay his bonds. Moreover, 
the Secretary of the Treasury would not attempt to 
issue more than were applied for. It was then, in 
effect, putting so much gold and silver into circula- 
tion the moment the bill passed. 

Mr. BOND inauired if he was to understand the 
gentleman to say that paper could be made equal 
to gold and silver. 

Mr. McKIM. Certainly not. He meant only 
to convey the idea that the Treasury notes would 
answer in the place of gold and silver, being re- 
ceivable for the dues of the Government, and its 
claimants being glad to get hold of it. After a 
few further remarks of the same tenor, Mr. McK. 
concluded by hoping the House would pass the 
bill in its original form as it came from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole; for he considered the amend- 
ment would be destructive to the business of the 
Treasury, which was in immediate want of the 
means for carrying on the Government, and which 
it could not procure under the operation of the 
amendment. 

_ Mr. CUSHING addressed the House at length 
in Opposition to the bill; and after a few words 
from Mr. BELL and Mr. McKIM, the hour hav- 


ing arrived, the House took its usual recess till 4 
o'clock. 


[Evenine Session.]} 

On assembling after the recess, but few members 
appearing — 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a call of the 
House, which was ordered—ayes 24, noes 22. 

After proceeding a few minutes— 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
suspend the further proceedings on the call. Lost— 
ayes 30, noes 45. 

The roll was then called through, when a quo- 
rum having appeared, the call was suspended. 

The Hon. WILLIAM STONE, a member clect 
from the State of Tennessee, appeared, qualified, 
and took his seat. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
© House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill reported from the Committee of the Whole 
On the state of the Union, ‘ to authorize the issuing 
of Treasury notes”, 
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The question pending being on the amendment 
of Mr. Unperwoop, as modified on motion of Mr. 
Parton, (stated at length in yesterday’s Globe,) 

The CHAIR then stated the question, and sas 
about to propound it to the House, when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that upon this 
amendment depended the state of this bill, because, 
if it should be adopted, the Treasury of the United 
States would be in the power of the Bank of the 
United States. He should, therefore, ask for a 
full attendance of the House, and should move for 
a call, [the House was still thin,] unless some gen- 
tleman wished to address the House. 

M;. HOPKINS, for one, was inclined to vote 
for the amendment. He could not see how its 
adoption would place Governmert in the power of 
the United States Bank. The cbject in selling 
them was, to command an amount of gold and sil- 
ver to meet the wants of the Treasury; and adzit- 
ting the. bank would become the purchaser, so 
much specie would be drawn from its vaults, and 
he did not see how Government could be injured 
by having a debt thus paid in advance. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished to state that he 
had not said the United States Bank would be the 
direct purchaser, but that the bonds would bought 
up by the agents of the bank. 

Mr. HOPKINS was opposed to the Treasury 
note system, at least so much of it as was intended 
to eperate as eurrency, although he was willing to 
provide for the wants of the Treasury. He was 
indnced to regard the amendment, as the least ex- 
ceptionable proposition before the House. Incase 
the sale of the bonds could not be effected, then the 
Secretary was authorized by the amendment to 
borrow money; and he believed the mover of it 
(Mr. Underwood) would have no objection to modify 
it, So as to empower that officer to negotiate a loan to 
the amountofeven ten millions, should it be required. 
If the Treasury notes were really intended to ope- 
rate as a currency, the denomination of the notes 
should be so low asto benenfit the poor as well as 
the rich. But he was opposed to the plan of thus 
forming a currency with the notes, in every shape 
and form. He was mortified and pained to see the 
support which had been given to the measure by 
advocates of the hard money system; he was not 
willing to pay ten millions for such an experiment, 
of establishing an Executive currency. He did 
not wish to be misunderstood. He was willing to 
give the Treasury any amount of relief in a _legiti- 
mate way, but he was not willing to convert an 
Executive officer into the cashier of an Executive 
bank. 

Mr. WISE eulogized his colleague on the course 
he had just taken. He was glad to find displayed 
so honorable and independent an opposition to the 
bill. Mr. W. then read several extracts from Pre- 
sident Jackson’s Messages of 1834 and 1835, to 
show that the sales of Government stock in the 
United States Bank had been recommended by the 
President at those periods. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, that in offering the 
amendment, he had not been actuated by any sinis- 
ter motive. He had never been connected with the 
United States Bank, nor had he ever owned a dol- 
lar’s worth of stock. His motives were perfectly 
disinterested; and as had been suggested, he would 
have no objection to modify his amendment so as 
to empower the Secretary, in the case the bonds 
could not be sold, to negotiate a loan to any reason- 
able amount; and for that purpose, he would leave 
a blank in that line, to be filled up at the pleasure 
of the House. He deprecated the idea of a Trea- 
sury bank as a most dangerous measure, and fatal 

to the liberties of the people. 

Mr. HAYNES said that there was one feature 
in the amendment which had been overlooked. The 
United States Bank bonds were not only worth the 
value on their face, but also the premium on Lon- 
don; and if thrown into the market, the bank would 
purchase them at par value, and then reap all the 
advantage of the difference of exchange on Lon- 
don. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not know that the Se- 
cretary would be restricted from selling the bonds 
at a premium. 

Mr. McKAY was willing tne bonds should be 
sold, if they could be sold immediately, and at their 
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fair value: but if they were sent to Europe for sale, 
it would be a long time before they could be made 
available. But he had another objection. The 
bonds would go to Europe endorsed by the Govern- 
ment, which would then be responsible as well as 
the bank; and, besides, what was to prevent the 
bank from inducing the holders to keep them back 
for any length of time that would suit its purpose, 
even for ten or fifleen years. A similar game had 
been played before, and what ground was there to 
suppose it would not be played again? But, if the 
gentleman would alter his amendment so as to sell 
the bonds, principal and interest, and absolve Gov- 
ernment from all liabilty, he would have no ob- 
jection; bat the amendment proposed no such 
thing ; therefore he could not vote for it. But the 
Treasury notes could be made available immedi- 
ately, and were liable to none of those objections. 
He would accordingly support it, although he was 
as much opposed to the establishment of a Treasury 
or Executive bank as any one. 

Mr. ROBERTSON was in favor of the amend- 
ment. He adverted to the danger of flooding the 
country with spurious paper, which, in his opinion, 
would be the result of the passage of the bill. He 
could not think how Government, at this time of 
distress, could adopt such a measure as that of 
issuing bills of credit, as the Treasury notes cer- 
tainly were. . . 

Mr. WISE read an extract from a letter to the 
Secretary of the Treasury from a commercial house 
in New York, wherein it was stated that, at that 
date, (September 22,) the Treasury notes would 
fetch from 92 to 94 per cent. in specie. 

Mr. LEGARE was in favor of issuing Treasury 
notes without interest; which issue, in his opinion, 
would answer the purpose of relieving the commu- 
nity and the Government at the same tine. This, 
he contended, was strictly within the letter and 
spirit of the Constitution. He answered the argu- 
ment of gentlemen in relation to those notes being 
bills of credit, and contended that it was nothing 
more nor less than borrowing money; and certainly 
the Government of the United States, and of every 
State, had the power to do this. In relation to 
the Government becoming a great banker by the 
issue of those notes, he thought it an entirely new 
doctrine, because, if borrowers were to becume 
bankers, he took it there were a great many bank 
ers in this country. Mr. L. entered into a brief 
argument in support of this view of the question. 

Mr. PATTON did not see how the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means could assume 
that the United States Bank -vould become the pur- 
chaser of the bonds any more than others. The 
bank could not purchase them, unless she paid the 
full value; and of what consequence could it then 
be who bought them? 


Mr. CUSHING made some remarks explanato- 
ry of what he had said in the morning. 


Mr. FOSTER replied at some length to the ar- 
guments of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Cushing) in relation to the Treasury notes 
being bills of credit. He contended that the Con- 
stitution authorized Congress to issue these, notes if 
the exigencies of the Government required it, even 
though they were. bills of credit. The Constitution of 
the United States prohibited the States from issuing 
bills of credit, coining money, and making treaties 
and alliances; but there was no clause in it which pro- 
hibited the United States from issuing bills of cre- 
dit, if it was necessary to do so. Te bona fide ob- 
ject of issuing these notes was to raise money to 
carry on the operations of the Government, and 
that being the case, he contended that this was 
strictly constitutional. He opposed the amendment 
as being insufficient to meet the exigencies of the 
country. ‘These bonds, by being thrown into the 
market, might raise something for the relief of the 
Government, but he contended that they would be 
inadequate to supply all the wants of the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. MENIFEE said it was believed that the 
nature of the bill was snch that it would not affect 
the currency. But he would ask if gentlemen who 
had said so, had not beg rebuked officially for so 
doing. He went on to show why he thought the 
notes would form a constituent part of the currency, 
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and declared his opposition to the measure, 2s giving | 
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Cushmaa,. Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, 


INQUIRY IN RELATION TO THE FLORIDA War 







































































































a dangerous power to the President. Groves! County Gtey, Mater aienaeens; tertiong tiie Wl gcc rie ere en ee een Ne. aces 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked what would be the effect kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas sinsss of the morning hour, which was the Conside. 
of the previous question. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, Joho W. Jones, ration of the following resolution, submitted . Q5T 

The SPEAKER said it would have the effect of oe anplemh aanie Loans Beooek - [on wows || Mr. Wise on the 19th instant : : a 
bringing the House to vote on the engrossment of || McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan McClure, Resolved, That a select committee be appointey E 
the bill, with a view to its third reading. McKie, Miller, Montgomery, Boras, fame : Morris, by ballot to inquire into the cause of the Florida — 

‘ ‘ : ane ae i . ohlenberg urray, opie, wens, aimer, arket, ar- j : 

Mr. CUSHMAN said that in mercy tothe House || inenter, Paynter, Tanstashen, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, |] ~o!? and into the causes of the delays and faily 
he would move the previous question. Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, || @nd the expenditures which have attended the pyo, Depart 

Mr. WISE asked for the ayes and noes. fotent wee bo a —— wheat ae secution of that war, and into the manner of j all maj 

- - ‘ fe 7 ‘oucey, Towns urney, anderveer, agener, ebster, © i ; 
; The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that it || weeks, Thomas T. Whiitlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthing: ae and the facts of its history Senerally; thay regard 
was out of order. ton, and Yell—112. the said cominittee have power to send for Perso; compos 

Mr. OWENS moved a call of the House, which So the amendment was disagreed to. and papers, and that it have power to sit in the fam 2° 
waslost. Mr: RHETT then moved to amend the second || Tecess, and that it make report to the next session fim v2 4! 

Ihe question was then taken on seconding the || section, by striking out all that part retating to in- of Congress. accord 
demand for the previous question, and lost—ayes terest. Mr. GLASCOCK had moved to amend the fore. House, 
88, noes 89, the Speaker voting in the negative. So On motion of Mr.WILLIAMS of North Caro- going resolution by striking out all after the Word in whic 
the previous question was not ordered. lina, “resolved,” and insert the following : be had 

x » ‘ . _ ‘ . se i i } 

Mr. CAMBRELENG adverted to one fact. It || The House adjourned at 93 o’clock, p. m. _ “That a select committee be appointed to inquire tion to 
was the general understanding, (at least among | — into the “ae of the Florida war, and the Calises of bad a 
many members of the upposition,) on both sides of | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES the extraordinary delays and failures, and the ey. tee, 6 
the House to take the question on this bill to-day. Saturpay, October 7, 1837. penditures which have attended the prosecution of of USE 
in conversation with several gentlemen on the Mr. ADAMS, on leave, made an explanation in the same, and all the facts connected with its histo. only 0! 
other side of the question he had received a distinct || relation to some remarks made by himself on yes- “ey poo st and that said committee have power rests 0} 
pledge {rom them last night, that if the House terday, relative to a call which had been made on to send for persons and papers, except such per- would 
would then adjourn, such was their intention. He || the late President of the United States with refer- sons as may be engaged at the time in the Florida millee: 
earnestly hoped then they would redeem their pledge ence to the Creek war. He had since ascertained war.” 2 ae . agains 
and take the question at once. that the late President had answered the call, near _ The question immediately pending, was the mo. Bn 
He had but a single word to Say to the gentleman the clase of the last session of Congress, when it tion of Mr. Howarp to strike out the words “ that Means 
from Virginia, (Mr. Hopkins,) and that was thathe || could not be printed in time to be laid on the tables a Select committee be appointed,” and insert “ that tee, th 
Was a most sagacious gentleman, for while he express- of members at that session ; and the information the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed.” from ( 
ed himself opposed to the bank of the United States, || contained therein was the strongest proof which _ Mr. McKAY had not intended taking any pan rests | 
he was in favor of a proposition to place the Trea- could be necessary of the propriety of instituting se this debate, and would not now have done 80, rao 
sury of the country at the mercy of that institu- || an inquiry on this subject. ad it not been for the remarks of the gentleman — 
.“ . 3 Petitions and memorials were presented, on || ‘fom Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) on yesterday, fmm °™™ 

Mr. WISE admitted that he gave a pledge for {| Jeave, by in relation to the composition of the Committee on Mame" 
himself, and he was not only willing to do so, but Mr. HENRY of Pennsylvania. Military Affairs. The gentleman from Maryland, saint 
had akided by it, for he had not addressed the Mr. DAVEE of Maine. (Mr. Howard,) who had made the proposition to live im 
House on the subject. He also expressed a hope Mr. CUSHMAN of Massachusetts. rm fer this subject to the Committee on Military in the 
that his friends would suffer the question to be {Mr. Cusaman presented the remonstrance of Affairs, would do him the justice to say that the southe 
taken then, and that no member would be frighten- Mary Moses and 445 other women of Somersworth amendment was moved without any consultation wn 
ed from his course by the brulum fulmen of the || N. H. against the admission of Texas into the with him, and he presumed without any consulta. rots 
gentleman from New York, in order to force that Union. tion with any member of the Military Committe, a 
House to sustain a Treasury bank in its most Mr. HARRISON, on leave, submitted the fol- || 2he gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams) ee 
odious form. heendinm-ndhiaiiohiom. eiidala epnd. eae aaa had objected to sending the inquiry to the Committee the C 

Mr. JOHNSON adve: ‘to an amendment of- adopted: ; on Military Affairs, because eight of its member _ 
fered by him when the bill was in committee, limit- Resolved, That the President of the United States pd i friends of power, ashe chose to designate them. = 
ing the power of issuing the notes to June, 1839, be requested to communicate this House, at its By this, however, he understood the gentleman as aris 
and which had been rejected. He said the vote on next session, so far as in his judgment is con- een nothing offensive, but merely that eight of _7 
that amendment convinced him that the Govern- || sistent with the public interest whether any foreign its members vane \Abes favor of the administration, and o 
ment intended to make the Treasury notes a per- || power, or the subjects of any foreign power have cone opptees &. ' ow he (Sr. ee eee ae 
manent thing, and not merely to meet the present | possession of any portion of the Territory of the || 2t wae well understood that this committee has had pane 
emergency. He theh gaye his views as to what || United States on the Columbia river, or ate in the || 20 Commection with the politics of the country, as we 
would be the probable consequences. | stientaing a too denies tieaeil an ae ae all that ever was required of it, was to look to the next 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thanked geotlemen for the by what authority and. how long such possession military altsirs . ot soanty, oof a ee wre 
very able arguments they had adduced in support or occupancy at Ree kept by such persons connected therewith. He had taken the troubl wer 
of his amendment. He really thought now that it Mr. HALSTEAD, on leave salsmitted ‘the fol- to look into this matter, and see how this commit. ae 
had been discussed enough, and he would be happy || lowing resolution hich wan eouaiianeh sand tl oe had been made up for some years back, and meer 
to have the question taken upon it. Mr. U. then adopted: : would call the attention of the House to the fat. a s 
gave the reasons why he could not modify his Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- Four years ago the Military Committee was 0 — 
amendment, as requested by some of his friends. ed to efeemn this House, at its next session, who ganized precisely as it is now. ‘When the distin oa 

Mr. PHILLIPS made some explanations in re- |! was the superintendent for the work for the im- guished gentleman from Virginia, who is now ow "The 
lation to the amount at which banks would receive | provement of little Eee Harbor, and whether it Minister to England, occupied the Chair, this said 
Treasury notes, and read various extracts from || was executed according to the plan reported to the committee was made up in the same way, and i ae 
letters from the officers of different banks, stating War Department, as required by the law making was precisely the same while the gentleman fron aa 
en what terms these Treasury notes could probably || the appropriati eaten aie h : Tennessee (Mr. Bell,) was presiding officer of the m0 

es : propriation; and if not,on what authority || yy : : ‘ statem 
be received at. was any other plan substituted ouse. This committee still stood, with reference “ 

The question was then taken on the amendment Mr. DONT aston’ the’ leave of the 3i ; the administration, eight to one. During th ee: 

f Mr. Unperw cs ; j 2 ; awe :6 € fhouse to |) second session of the twenty-third Congress, Mr. this m 

of Mr. Unperwoop, as modified by Mr. Parton, || submit a resolution calling on the Secretary of the mare egg pres hina: | aia op this st 
and decided in the negative—yeas 104, nays 112, Treasury to inform the House whether he had Vance, who is the present Governor of oa The ¢ 
as follows: ; ; was the only mamber on that committee oppo 
: made any contract with n os : answ 
lec Se a has aed y any engraver to engrave @ || to the administration; and during the twenty-fourh Hy *"S¥° 
|AS—Meesrs, Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. plate for the purpose of issuing Treasury notes, in Cc Mr. Bunch of T if he might te the er 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Brizgs, William || case the bill now pending becomes a law, and if so pugrene, Bee: alle! Of (conte oer would 
B. Calhoun, Joha Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, John Campbell, whether such plate has b finish ty ae. considered an opponent of the administration, We 
Wm. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, ether such plate has been finished, and any |) the only member on that committee in the oppo fam o™"™ 
Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington notes stricken off therefrom. . . . Febru 
Dawson, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Everett, Ewing, Objection being made ee: This he thought was a sufficient answe! , that t] 
Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Garland, Goode, James y : : the objections of the gentleman from Massacht- yi 
Graham, W im. Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Halstead, Mr. BOND moved a suspension of the ruies, for |] setts on this point Well, how was it with regat to ma 

. » ane » stastings, Hawes, He : rod, He : * oes . 4 é : c 
Hoping. Rebeka a nteewe sauee Were, Hattwany |) purpose of permitting him to submit the resola- |} to other committees of this House? He tok MMB y 
wil am Cont Jo!inson, Lawler, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Mal. || "0D. if gentlemen weuld take the trouble to examitt, — 

» f Masu Q . : si Ee : . 

eae ter bilien Byeaury, Maxwell, Bc Kennan, Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and || that they would find many of the committees wit By 
Ogie, Patterson, Patton, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Pou”, ‘Rarilen || nays, and the House dividing it, it appeared there || majorities opposedjto the administration. s - 
ree sacunion Mthergeat Guanes Sagres! eitertae. || “Mr. HOPKINS, thereupon et tae eee ies 
? ’ ‘oo 7% ’ es Shepard, Si 8 ir. , “ . . % | 1 
Southgate, Stanley, Straiton, Taliaferro, Thompeon, Tilting’ H S 1 th sn ee a call of the —s chairman, (the Committee on Manufactures came 
hast, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John White, Elisha Whit- ouse, and the ~~ =e 7 through, and 126 has a majority of its members opposed to the af of th | 
tlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph Williams, members answering to their names, all further pro- || ministration. It was the same case with the ine 
Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—104 ceedings under the call were suspended Cc : f Clai with a collec 

Nay S=+Merers. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Th d : h . : ommutiee o mimes. It was the mane ted a 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, ‘he yeas and nays were then ordered, and were— || the principal committees on the expenditures De 
Cambreleng, Timothy J. C&#ter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, || yeas 70, noes 85. the Executive Departments. The committees “ 4 


Cilley, Claiborne, Clarke, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, @rary, So the House refused to suspend the rules. the expenditures of the War Department, the Nav] 


journ 
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